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What  is Politics ? 
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Politics : The three  dimensions  of Politics   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

ESSENTIAL POLITICAL THEORY  

- Struggle to gain and maintain power  

- The arena of conflicting values, interests and 

actions: the area of processes  among  political  

actors   

Polity  is the organization of political   

communities,  having  a specific  form  of 

government . 



What  is Politics ? 

Jozsef  Zoltan  Malik  

Politics: Statics  and Dynamics  

 

 

 

How political activity can be analyzed and explain ed? 
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Dynamics  

If  we look  around  us  what  we see 

would  be movements,  development  

and  change . Society  and  people  need 

to accommodate  to circumstances . 

Statics  

However,  we can  also  see certain  values  

and  principles,  which  have inspired  people  

and  guided  policies,  that  are unchanged . 

Ideals  like  freedom  or  equality  for  instance . 

 

Ç History:  
Á Historical events: óHistoria  est magistra  vitaeó (Cicero) 
 

έHistoria vero testis temporum, lux veritatis, vita memoriae, magistra vitae, nuntia vetustatis, 
qua voce alia nisi oratoris immortalitati commendaturΚέ                              /ƛŎŜǊƻΥ 5Ŝ Oratore.                      
Translation: 
έ.ȅ ǿƘŀǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǾƻƛŎŜΣ ǘƻƻΣ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŀǘƻǊΣ ƛǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ 
truth, the life of memory, the directress of life, the herald of antiquity, committed to 
ƛƳƳƻǊǘŀƭƛǘȅΚέ 

ÁThe History  of Political  Thoughts  (Main  Periods  of Western  thoughts : Premodern  

[Ancient  Greeks,  Christianity],  Modernism  [Enlightenment],  and  Postmodern  

Ç Theories/Approaches ( Normative, Instiutuionalism , Structural Functionalism, 

Rational Choice, Social Constructionism , Critical Theories ) 

Ç Methods ( Inductive -Deductive  /  Analytic, Comparative, Quantitative, Qualitative ) 
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The Philosophical Tradition  (#1)   

 The ancient  Greek  term  politikƗ used  both  by Plato  and  Aristotle  meant  

the  knowledge,  the  art,  or  some other  capacity  that  is devoted  to the  political  

affairs . There  are remarkable  similarities  and  differences  that,  as a tradition  

of political  philosophy,  have influenced  the  development  of the  study  of 

politics . 

 

Aristotle: PolitikƗ is a study that is concerned with the existence 

of city -states, and its ultimate goal is to achieve the good.  

Facts  and  Values : What  we today  call  óvaluesó or as the  ancients  called  ótelosó 

(óendsó or ógoaló) were central  to  the  philosophical  approach  to  political  science .  

V For  ancient  Greeks , including  both  Plato  and  Aristotle,  the  task  of  political  

expertise  was  normative . 

V Modern  Challange :  

Á  Hume :  óIsó  ăĄ óOught ó          Kant, Weber :  óSeinó ăĄ óSollenó 

Á Morgenthau : Politics is governed by objective laws, and independent of  economics and  

morality   

Á  Political  Philosophy   (deductive  study )   ăĄ  Political  Theory  (inductive  study )  
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The Philosophical Tradition  (#2)   

Humans  are  òsocial animalsó (Zƺon Politikon ): 

V We should  think  of ourselves  as parts  of an  organic  whole  and  find  happiness  in  being  

virtuous  and  living  in  a well -ordered  society . 

V Natural  hierarchy : Some people  are more  virtuous  than  others ; these  should  hold  

authority  and  teach  the  rest . (Platoõs idea : philosopher  kings  who  rule  over the  

community  gently  and  selflessly .)  

V Modern  Challange : Two Concepts  of State   

Á Contratualism  based  on the  idea  of a social  contract  among  citizens .   

Á Organic  evolution  based  on a historical -institutional  tradition . 

Goal  and  Means : What  we today  call  óvaluesó or as the  ancients  called  ótelosó 

(óendsó or ógoaló) were central  to  the  philosophical  approach  to  political  science .  

V Everything  in  the  world,  by nature,  has  its  place . 

V For  ancient  Greeks , all  political  questions  were  ultimately  framed  in  ethical  

terms . Due  to the  determining  nature  of goal and  means,  human  actions  can  only  be 

expressed  in  ethical  categories : 

Á Ethics : the  individual  realization  of virtue . 

Á Politics :  the  realization  of virtue  at  the  social  level. 

V Modern Challange : Niccol· Machiavelli  Ą Politics is an autonomous sphere of social life  

(óGoal justifies Meansó  Ą Politics is about to struggling to gain and maintain power)  

  



The Philosophical Tradition  (#3)   
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Plato  and Aristotle : the  differences  

ESSENTIAL POLITICAL THEORY  

Raphael : The School  of Athens  (1509 -11)  

      Fresco , Apostolic  Palace,  Vatican  City  
Plato    and  Arsitotle  
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The Philosophical Tradition  (#3), cont .  

PLATO ARISTOTLE 

- More abstract and imaginative 
- Concerned with abstractions and transcedent  
- Plato believes insight into the good is the foundation of 
virtue; actual acts come second. 

- More practical and experimental 
- Concerned with observations  and empirical facts. 
- Aristotle believes habits and a routine of good acts is the 
foundation of virtue; insight comes second.  

- Central theme: justice Ą at the level of the polis, 

justice is more obvious than at the level of the individual  
- To achieve the best life, we must consider the justest 
and happiest state imaginable Ą utopia 
- Plato creates a link between the ethical problem of 
individual justice and the problem of the best  political 
regime 

- Aim: the implementation of a political system for the 
achievement of the good life at the level of states that 
exist in reality (vs. Plato)  
- Method: an empirical-comparative study of the 
constitutions of Greek city-states 

What is the ideal government?  
- Start pondering: what is the true soul of man? (wisdom, 
honor, and wealth) 
- Plato makes an analogy of state and soul Ą analogy of 
the defective forms of human character distorted by the 
government 
- Harmony of the individual and the community is 
needed.  In the absence of this harmony, both the 
individual and the state become more and more corrupt 

What is the ideal government?  
- Start gathering over 150 constitutions from around the 
world. 

Plato  and Aristotle : the  differences  
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The Philosophical Tradition  (#4)   

Searching  for  the  ideal  form  of government   

Aristotle : 

Plato : 

Modern  Challange : 

óThe true  forms  of government,  therefore,  are  

those  in  which  the  one, or the few,  or the  

many,  govern  with  a view  to the common 

interest ; but  governments  which  rule  with  a 

view  to the private  interest,  whether  to the one, 

or the few,  or of the many,  are  perversions .ó 

Aristotle : Politics  

óThe four  governments  of which  I spoke,  so far  

as they  have distinct  names,  are,  first,  those  of 

Crete  [monarchy ] and  Sparta  [timocracy ],  

which  are generally  applauded ; what  is 

termed  oligarchy  comes  next ; this  is not  

equally  approved,  and  is  a form  of government  

which  teems  with  evils : thirdly,  democracy , 

which  naturally  follows  oligarchy,  although  

very  different : and  lastly  comes tyranny , great  

and  famous,  which  differs  from  them  all,  and  is  

the  fourth  and  worst  disorder  of a State .ó  

Plato : Republic , Book  VIII.  

Correct (Lawful) Deviant  

One / the Few 

Rulers 

Monarchy /Aristocracy (ruled 

by law, order, and wisdom) 

 

 

 

   Tyranny The Few Rulers 
Timocracy (ruled by honor and 

duty) 

The Few Rulers Oligarchy (ruled by wealth) 

The Many Rulers 
Democracy (ruled by pure liberty 

and equality) 
Anarchy 

ÁFor  ancient  Greeks , democracy  was  not  the  best  form  of  government .  

Á Modern  concept  of democracy : Montesquieu  (The Spirit  of Law ), and  Hamilton& Madison  

(The Federalist , No. 10 , 47 , 51 ): ðSeparation  of  Powers,  ðChecks  and  Balances  for  

avoiding  the  concentration  of powers  and  the  tyranny  of majority .  
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Facts  and Values : Political  Philosophy  and  Political  Theory   

ESSENTIAL POLITICAL THEORY  



Jozsef  Zoltan  Malik  ESSENTIAL POLITICAL THEORY  

Normative  Statements    

Telos /Values : What  we today  call  óvaluesó or as the  ancients  called  ótelosó 

(óendsó or ógoaló) were central  to  the  philosophical  approach  to  political  science .  

V However,  your  imagination  of goals  about  things,  institutions  impact  on 

your  political  stance/opinions  in  different  issues . 

V Teleological  thinking  always  implies  normative  attitude,  and  you  express  

yourself  in  normative  statements : 

óMurder  is  bad . It is  a sin,  right?ó 

óWar is  sin  where  people are killed .ó 

óWar is  only  a continuation  of state  policy  by  other  means .ó  

                                                                       (Clausewitz)  

           óThe US should  continue  to send  troops  to the third  world  to 

                  attempt  to restore  order .ó  

V Values  are the  sort  of things  that  can  induce  personal  and  social  conflict  by 

stirring  human  emotions  such  as anger,  envy,  and  hatred . Disputes  over 

quantifiable  ófactsó do not  necessarily  give rise  to  such  emotions .  
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Positive  Statements  

Positive  statements : First  off,  we may  change  attitude,  and  we concern  only  

with  the  descriptions  of facts  without  involving  value  judgements .  

V However,  positive  statements  may  also  imply  value  commitments  (Science itself  is  

definitely  not  óvalue-neutraló).   
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From  Political  Philosophy  to  Political  Theory  

 The  Empirical  Tradition :  
The empirical  approach  to political  analysis  is characterized  by the  attempt  to offer  a 

dispassionate  and  impartial  account  of political  reality .  

The approach  is ódescriptiveó in  that  it  seeks to analyze  and  explain  of facts  (whereas  the  

normative  approach  is óprescriptiveó in  the  sense that  it  makes  judgments  and  offers  

recommendations ).  

V Positivism : Science  should  attempt  to identify  and  test  empirical  generalizations . 

Á The purpose  of the  methods  and  techniques  of science  is to test  empirical  

statements . The testing  must  be objective  in  the  sense that  its  results  must  not  

be dependent  on any  particular  researcherõs biases .  

Á Scientists  seek to make  statements  about  entire  classes  of objects,  not  just  

individual  cases.   

The main  purpose  of science  is to explain  and  predict,  and  scientific  explanation  requires  

generalizations : 

 1 ð óIf there  is  a high  rate  of economic growth,  the incumbent   

president  is  usually  reelected .ó (Generalized  Hypothesis )  

 2 ð óThere was  a high  rate  of growth  in  1996 ó (Observation ) 

      Therefore , 

  3 ð óPresident Clinton,  the incumbent,  was  reelected  in  1996 .ó 
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From  Empirical  to  Analytical  Statements  

Empirical  statements,  regardless  of being  simple  description  or  they  deal  with  complex  

relationships,  refer  to what  is or  is not  true,  and  can  be confirmed  or  disapproved  by 

experience . 

V ó62% percent  of the American  people think  the president  is  doing  a good job .ó 

V óControlling  for  presidential  popularity,  the greater  the  increase  in  average  real  income,  

the higher  the proportion  of votes  received  by  the incumbent  party .ó 

Reformulating  normative  statements  into  empirical  statements  by asking  empirical  

questions  about  the  assumption [s] (2) behind  normative  judgement [s] (1): 

1. óThe US should  continue  to send  troops  to the third  world  to attempt  to restore  order .ó 

2. óThe support  of peacekeeping  activities  with  US troops  generally  has  not resulted  in  

long-term prevention  of disorder  in  the past .ó (2)   

 

 The  Scientific  Tradition : 
There  is one other  classification  of statements : analytical . Analytical  statements  refer  to  

propositions  whose  validity  is completely  dependent  on an  abstract  theory  rather  than  

empirical  statements . 

Social  scientists  deal  with  analytic  questions  as a way of investigating  the  way things  would  

be if  abstract  theories  were true . This  tradition  (as opposed  to normative  and  empirical  

tradition)  is from  scientific  tradition  (math  and  theoretical  physics,  though  not  so 

rigorously  as they  are),  and  known  as deductive -analytic al  approach . 

Theoretic presupposition: many states favour  

the US sending tro ops in most cases 

Reformulation : {Right , Wrong } Ą {True , False}  
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Political  Science: Relationships and Connections  in Nutshell   

PUBLIC LIFE ACADEMIC LIFE 

POLITICAL 
PHILOSOPHY 

POLITICAL 
THEORY 



Politics as Academic Subject  
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Aristotle  on  Political  Knowledge  

Raph ael:  

The School  of Athens  

The Three Degrees of Knowledge:  

Idiotes : óPrivate manó, 

a ómoron ó who  opposes  

participating  in  public  

affairs     

Different  jobs  on  the  same  subject : 
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The Guidance of Scientific Researches  

 The  Guidelines  of  Researches  

What  to know?  

How  to  

know?  

Which way  

to know?  
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 Assessment  of Theories  (#1)    

STATE  

Explanation  
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 Assessment  of Theories  (#2)    

Control : 

Methodological  challenges  of  theories  

Predictions : 

Visions  in  IP after  the  Cold  War  

V Huntington  

V Fukuyama  

V Rosenau  

ESSENTIAL POLITICAL THEORY  
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1. What  are  they ?  

The belief that certain events or situations 

are secretly manipulated behind the scenes 

by powerful forces with negative intent.  

2.  Conspiracy theories have these 6 

things in common  

1. An alleged, secret plot.  

2. A group of conspirators.  

3. ôEvidenceõ that seems to support the 

conspiracy theory.  

4. They falsely suggest that nothing 

happens by accident and that there are no 

coincidences; nothing is as it appears and 

everything is connected.  

5. They divide the world into good or bad.  

6. They scapegoat people and groups.  

ü Conspiracy  Theories   

 The Aesthetic  Principles  of Science     

ESSENTIAL POLITICAL THEORY  



Visions  in IP after  the  Cold  War  
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Thesis  #1:  The three  waves  of democratization  
                     (The Third Wave: Democratization in the Late Twentieth Century , 1991)  

Samuel P. Huntington  

(1927 -2008)  

Thesis  #2:  The  Clash  of  Civilization s (The  Clash  of  Civilization s, 1993 / 1996 ) 

Å The world  is becoming  a smaller  place  as a result  of the  development  of modern  civilization  

Å In  a small  multipolar  world  where  there  are different  cultures  living  together   

Å Western   ăĄ Islam  Culture  ð After  the  cold  war,  òIslam  is the next  enemyó 

Francis Fukuyama  

(1952 -) 

     

James Rosenau  

(1924 -2011)  

Thesis: The End of History (The End of History and the Last Men, 1989/1992)  

Å There is a determinate end -point of human  history  

Å The victorious of liberal democracy as political regime all over the world  
 

Thesis : Turbulence  in  World  Politics   
                  (Turbulence  in  World  Politics : A Theory  of  Change  and  Continuity,  1990 )  

Å The extensive  degrees of interdependence  among  actors  in  the  world  Ą Increasing  complexity  

Å Coexistence  of the  state -centric  international  system  with  a more  dynamic,  decentralized,  

multi -centric  local  system .  

Å Such  turbulence,  in  turn,  transforms  long -standing  parameters  of behaviour  (all  the  relevant  

parts  of the  world  will  impact  on each other)  

ESSENTIAL POLITICAL THEORY  



Starting out in  Research Methodology  (#1)  
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Deduction : 

1. All  living  things  will  eventually  die .   (General  statement  ð first  premise ) 

2. This  animal  is  a living  thing .             (In stances  ð second  premise)  

3. Therefore,  this  animal                        (Conclusion)  

     will  eventually  die  

Induction : 

 

1. All  the  giraffes  that  I have  seen          (Instances  - Repeated  observations)  

     have  very  long  necks . 

2. Therefore  I conclude  that  all               (Conclusion)  

     giraffes  have  long  necks .  
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Starting out in  Research Methodology  (#2)  
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Deduction : 

 

Theory   Ą  Hypothesis  Ą  Observation  

 

                      

                 Confirmation  

Induction : 

 

Observation  Ą Patterns  (Sample ) Ą Hypothesis  

    

 

               Tentative  Theory  based  on   

empirical -quantative  or  empirical -qualitative  method   

 Empirical -Quantitative  Method  

V The size of the  sample  is large . 

V Its  results  can  be expressed  in  numbers  

V Two main  forms : - To make  surveys ; 

    - To study  recorded  statistical  data   

      (e.g. GDP, salary,  population,  etc.);   

  Empirical -Qualitative  Method  

V The size of the  sample  is small . 

V The findings  are paradigmatic       

    studies  rather  than  numerical  data .  

V Two main  forms : - To make  case 

    studies,  - To make  interviews . 
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Ç DEDUCTION  

  

  Mass migration causes 
security problems 

To find measures in terms 
of security such as  

- We should defend our 
boarders 

- Tough lines against illegal 
migration 

To find measures in terms 
of freedom&rights such as  

- How to guarantee the basic 
rights of the people to live a 

normal life 
-  States alone cannot tackle the 

situation, international 
arrangements are needed 

  Mass migration is a 
transitional phenomenon as a 

result of the Arab Spring 

Deduction  vs. Induction  (#1)  
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Ç INDUCTION  

Deduction  vs. Induction  (#2)   

ÅWhat happens here? 
Å Is really it temporal? 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Å Is tough line policy effective? 
Å Is it possible to put an end to 

this crisis by initiating 
international arrangements?  



Methodological  Debates  in  IR  

Jozsef  Zoltan  Malik  

V Around  1970 s, neo -Marxism  emerged  as an  attempt   

    to  theorize  about  economic  underdevelopment  in   

    developing  countries  (decolonized  independent    

    countries ). This  became  the  basis  for  a third  major   

    debate  in  IP about  international  wealth  and   
    international  poverty . 

ESSENTIAL POLITICAL THEORY  
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Whatõs up  with  IR Schools ?  
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The First  Definition  of Politics : Goals  and Means   
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Politics as the art of government  
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This is a state -centred view of politics  

VPolitics is what ògovernmentsò or òstatesò do 

V In  other  words , most  people,  most  institutions  and  most  

social  activities  can  be regarded  as being  òoutsideó of politics . 

ÁCorporations, NGOs, educational institutions, community 

groups, etc. are in this sense ònon-politicaló  

Emblematic representatives of this idea   

Niccol· Machiavelli (1469 -1527) : 

 

 

òThe Goal Justif ies  the  Mean só  
 

Carl von Clausewitz  (1780 -1831):  

 

 

òWar is only a continuation of state  

policy by other means.ó  
 

Otto von Bismarck (1815 -1898):  

 
 

òPolitics  is the art  

of the possibleó  
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óRealpolitik ó 
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Basic units: States  

The presence  of diversity  (we are not  all  alike)  and  scarcity  (there  is never  enough  

to  go around)  ensures  that  politics  is an  inevitable  feature  of the human  condition . 

Machiavelliõs òThe Goal Justifies the Meansó Principle : morality and practice 

duplicity in statecraft or in general conduct.  

V òYou canõt make an omelette  without breaking a few eggsó ð That is to say, in practice, if 

we want to achieve something in politics, we need to do and get some vexations.  

V Politics  is an autonomous sphere of human condition, it is independent of moral.  

Similarities  between  historical  eras  are always  more  substantial  than  the  

differences . 

V In  particular,  power  politics,  conflict  and  the  likelihood  of war  are inescapable  facts  of 

history . 

V In  International  Politics : 

Á Human nature does not change: Psychological Egoism;  

Á History is shaped by self -striving political units of one kind or another;  

Á òAnarcho-centrismó: anarchy is an enduring fact of history 

 

V Disagreement: how states are working in IP  

Á Classic realists: òstates as agentsó 

Á Neorealists: òadaptive statesó  

ESSENTIAL POLITICAL THEORY  



Example : Realism as a mainstream school of IP  

 Idealism  vs. Realism:  

  Realism:  Hans Morgenthau: Politics Among Nations, 1948  [Ą Neorealism: K. Waltz (1979)] 
ü IR  is an independent discipline, a variety of theories and approaches, all of which share a 

belief that states are primarily motivated by the desire for military and economic power or 

security, rather than ideals or ethics.  

ü The basis of realism is the concept of interest defined in terms of power.                             

ü Politics is governed by objective laws, and independent of                          Hobbes: Leviathan   

economics and personal morality    

ü The natural state of IR is ăegoismó, and the ultimate dependence of state on its own resources 

to promote its interests and protect itself ( óSelf-help systemó) Ą Anarchy Ą Balance of Power  

                                                                                                                 Zero-sum competition  

         

 

 Neoliberlism: Robert O. Keohane: After Hegemony, 1984 
ü Is it necessary that either anarchy or hegemony emerging in a ăself-help systemó? 

ü No, Game Theory teaches us that the decline of hegemony (in a multipolar  world) does not 

make cooperation automatically impossible, and hence the world instable.   
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Example : (Neo)Classic Realism  vs. Neorealism   

ESSENTIAL POLITICAL THEORY  

Classic  

Realism  

Neorealism  

or  

Structural  

Realism  

Neoclassic  

Realism  



The Cynic View of Politics  (#1)  
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Cynism  as a possible consequence of Machiavelliõs Principle 

V A possible  implication  of ótoughó Machiavellian  conception  of politics  is that  

politics  is thought  of as a pejorative  word . 

V It  conjures  up  images  of trouble,  disruption  and  even violence  on the  one 

hand,  and  deceit,   manipulation  and  lies  on the  other . 

 

Cynic view about politics is general enough and popular  

V Example  (related  to  politicians  regardless  of political  regimes ): 

1. Caligulaõs Horse : According  to  legend,  The Roman  Emperor  Caligula  (37-

40  AC) planned  to  make  his  favour  horse  a consul,  i.e., a somewhat  

significant  political  title  under  the  Roman  Empire   

 

 MOTTO s: 

 

 

 

óYou can lead  a man  to Congress,  but  you  can't  

make  him think .ó  
Milton Berle , American actor  and comedian  

óThe more you  read  and  observe  about  this  

Politics  thing,  you  got to admit  that  each party  

is  worse  than  the  other . The one that's  out 

always  looks  the best .ó 

Will Rogers , American actor  and  comedian  



The Cynic View of Politics  (#2)  
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Cynic view about politics is general enough and popular  

V Example  (related  to  the  ómassó regardless  of political  regimes) : 

2. The  óBig Brotheró effect : We, citizens,  are all  involved  in  politics  by 

- manipulated  our  way  of thinking  and  perception  (the  mechanism  of 

óbrainwashingó); 

- enjoyed  the  accomplishments  of civilization  without  being  aware  of their  

dangerous  agents  (óthe big  brother  is watching  youó); 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOTTO S: 

 óIn an  ever-changing,  incomprehensible  world,  

the  masses  had  reached  the  point  where  they  

would,  at  the  same  time,  believe  everything  and  

nothing,  think  that  everything  was  possible  and  

nothing  was  true .ó  
Hannah Arendt, Ger -Am. political scientist  

ó In our  age there  is  no such  thing  as  õkeeping  out 

of politics .õ All  issues  are  political  issues,  and  

politics  itself  is  a mass  of lies,  evasions,  folly,  

hatred  and  schizophrenia .ó  

 
George Orwell , English novelist  



The Cynic View of Politics  (#3)  
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 The origins of cynism  in  politics: making politics  

Experience  

V Corruption,  

V Hackneyed debates and formulae (populism)  

V Totalitarianism all over the world in the history.  

 
óPolitics  is  supposed  to be the  

second  oldest  profession . I have  

come to realize  that  it  bears  a very  

close resemblance  to the first .ó 
Ronald Reagan , 

 actor  and the  40th president  of the  US 

óI have  come to the  conclusion  

that  politics  are too serious  a 

matter  to be left  to the  

politicians .ó 
Charles De Gaulle,  

French  general  and politican  

Key question: how to assess politics as action?   

V Which is more important?  

Á Why did politicians make an action ( the ethics of ultimate end ), 

Á Or what was the result/consequences/ of their actions ( the ethics  

      of consequentialism )?    

Goal & Means 

together:  

The ethics of 

responsibility  

 

Max Weber: Politics as a Vocation (1919) 



Supplamentary : Weberõs Ethics of Responsibility 
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Key question: how to assess politics as action?   

V Which is more important?  

Á Why did politicians make an action ( the ethics of ultimate end ), 

Á Or what was the result/consequences/ of their actions ( the ethics  

      of consequentialism )?    

Goal & Means 

together:  

The ethics of 

responsibility  

 

Max Weber: Politics as a Vocation (1919) 



Goals  & Means  in Political  Actions  
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 Illustrative Example: Military Actions in WW2  

In WW2 both sides (the Allies vs. Nazi Germany/Imperial Japan) took 

military actions with a huge number of civil victims.  

V International  Military  Tribunals  (Nuremberg  Trial  and  Tokyo  Trial)  were set 

up  for  investigating  only  the  war -criminals  of Nazis  and  Japanese . 

Means & Actions together matter for making a verdict about the 

responsibility scope of political actions.  

V Though  there  were dubious  military  actions  (e.g., the  bombing  of Dresden,  

Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki)  from  the  side  of the  Allies  during  the  war,  but  

their  goals  were undoubtedly  different  from  the  other  side : 

ÁThe Nazis/Japanese wanted to conquer the territories of Europe/ Far 

East in an aggressive (fanatic) way.  

ÁThe Allies goal was to liberate the peoples of these territories.    

 

Politics as a Vocation  

Prophet:  
His vocation is  

 to set up goals  

Responsible for 

Visons (Goals )  

Bureaucrats/Military Generals:  
Their  job is to work out the goals  

 getting from others  

Responsible for the result of job  (Means )  

Politicians:  
They are responsible for  

Goals & Means together  

It cannot be separated 

from each other  

  

Nuremberg Trial , 1945 -46  

Tokyo Trial, 1946  

óThe winner takes it all  

The loser standing small  

Beside the victory  

Thatõs her destinyó     

(ABBA, the  Swedish  PoP band ) 
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Other  Definitions  of Politics   
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Politics as Public Affairs  
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A second  and  broader  conception  of politics  moves it  beyond  the  

narrow  realm  of government  to  what  is thought  of as ópublic  lifeó or  

ópublic  affairs ó. 

ü The distinction  between  the  ópolitical ó and the  ónon-political ó coincides  with  the  

division  between  an  essentially  public  sphere  of life  and  what  can  be thought  of as a 

private  sphere . 

The  Classic  Idea  

 

Á In  his  classic  book,  Politics  (4th  century  BC),  

Aristotle  declared  that  óman is by nature  a 

political  animal,ó (Zƺon Politikon ) by which  he 

meant  that  only  within  a political  community  

that  human  beings  can  live  the  ógood lifeó.  

Á From  this  viewpoint,  politics  is  an  ethical  

activity  concerned  with  creating  a ójust 

society .ó  



Politics as Public Affairs  
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The  Modern  Ideas  

David Hume:  

 

 

 

 

 

Immanuel Kant:  

 



Politics as Public Affairs  
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One possible view: 

 

 

ü Although  civil  society  can  be distinguished  from  the  state,  it  nevertheless  

contains  a range  of institutions  that  are thought  of as ópublicó in  the  wider  

sense that  they  are open  institutions,  operating  in  public,  to  which  the  

public  has  access. 

ü A more  sophisticated  distinction  between  public  and  private  is the  

ópoliticaló and  the  ópersonal.ó 

 

An alternative  view: 

 

 

 

ü However, there are living contemporary debates about the status of   

the ópersonal.ó  

ópublic ó º they are 

responsible for the  

collective organization 

of community life.  

Politics effectively stops at 

the front door; it does not 

take place in the family, 

in domestic life, or in 

personal relationships.  
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What  do  we mean  by  secularism  exactly?  

ü Secularism  is a normative  doctrine  which  seeks 

to realize  a secular  society  that  promotes  

freedom  and   equality  between,  as well  as 

within,  religions .  

How  should  a state  prevent  domination  

by  any  religious  group?  

ü Non -Theocratic  State : a state  must  not  be run  

by the  heads  of any  particular  religion  (counter -

examples : Vatican,  Iran) .   

 

 

Case Study : Secularism  and Public Life  

ü Nevertheless,  many  states  which  are non -theocratic  continue  to have  a close  alliance  with  a 

particular  religion  (e.g.:  England  ð Anglican  State ; Denmark  ð Lutheran  Church ; Greece ð 

Eastern  Orthodox  Church ; Pakistan  ð Sunni  Islam) .  

Kemal Ataturkõs reforms in Turkey  
V The Fez (a traditional cap worn by Muslims), 

was banned by the Hat Law.  
V Western clothing was encouraged for men and 

women.  
V The Western (Gregorian) calendar replaced the 

traditional Turkish calendar. 
V  In 1928, the new Turkish alphabet (in a 

modified Latin form) was adopted. 

ü A secular  state  must  be committed  to principles  and  

goals  which  are at  least  partly  derived  from  non -

religious  sources . (These ends  should  include  peace, 

religious  freedom,  freedom  from  religiously  grounded  

oppressions,  discrimination  and  exclusions) .  

ü However,  the  nature  and  extent  of separation  may  take  

different  forms,  depending  upon  several  traditional,  

historical  and  other  cultural  factors . 

ü A secular  state  may  interfere  in  matters  of religion  to  

regulate  the  religious  impact  on public  life .  

 



Politics as  Common  Good   
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The Common Good:  

1. The óoldó concept  of the  common  good : 

 
 

The idea  of common  goods is formulated  as some kind  of 

goal even before  becoming  a community . 

"Every state is a community of some kind, and every community is established 

with a view to some good; for mankind always act in order to obtain that 

which they think good."  

Aristotle , Book I  

Aristotle : the  main  types  of political  arrangements  differ  according  to  

whether  governments  seek to promote  the  common  good or  their  own  

individual  good. 

× Keep up Order : The common good means the conditions that enable 

cooperation with others.       

Ç  Conditions:          

V The peace and order of the community,  

V Defense  against internal attempts to break the order and external 

attacks.  



Politics as  Common  Good   
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× Justice : The concept of public good also refers to certain 

characteristics of the desirable order.  

Ç Community members ought to share certain values that 

direct their efforts towards a specific goal or goals.  

Ç The concept of justice, in ancient Greek             (ódikaios " ) 

has two meanings  (Nichomachen  Ethics, 1123a -1125a ): 

1. óJustice ó in the general sense - "that which is 

according to the law"(lat. ólegalitas ó) 

2. Partial  ójusticeó --  "that which is fair and equal" (lat. 

óegalitas ó). 

 

 
Ç Illustration: Sharing game  

Let's say a certain "cake" has to be distributed among the 

members of a community. How can we do this fairly?  

1. In the spirit of ólegalitas ,ó we need rules (written or 

unwritten).  

2. In the spirit of óegalitas ,ó the result of the distribution 

matters, i.e., the one who gets less says: "It's not fair!".  

The Common Good:  

1. The óoldó concept  of the  common  good : 



Politics as  Common  Good   
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The Common Good:  

2. The ómodern ó concept  of the  common  good : 

David  Hume,  Adam  Smith : The common  good is 

created  during  the  spontaneous  cooperation  of 

people,  and  the  "invisible  hand"  coordinates  the  

efforts  to  achieve  the  individual  good. 

The idol  of the old  concept: it  is  man's  duty  to  promote  

the  common  good as the  highest  good, even by 

sacrificing  his  individual  good (the  individual  might  

as well  sacrifice  his  life) . 



New Concepts  for  the  Common  Good   
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1. General Will : 

Ç The process of civilisation  makes people wrong gradual ly. 

Ç The only way of avoiding this is to follow the spirit of "general 

will,ó which is always good. 

Ç General will  a collectively held will that aims at the common.  

Ç The óarchitectó of the  public  good can  be wrong  

and  even abuse  his  position . 

Ç There  can  be situations  where  the  individual  

has  to  be protected  by legal  means  against  his  

own  community  and  its  legal  state . Ą Jacobin  

Dictatorship . 

Ç Guiding  moral  doctrine : Kantõs deontic  ethics   

3. Liberal  Tradition  2: Public goods  & utilitarianism  

2.  Liberal Tardition  1: Human Rights  

Ç Guiding  moral  doctrine : Psychological  Egoism   

Ç Aim : To create  the  environment  under  which  efficient  

leadership  can  satisfy  the  public  good.  

Ç Greatest  happiness  principle : right  and  wrong  are to  be 

judged  by the  degree to  which  the  action  judged  achieves  

the  greatest  happiness  of the  greatest  number . 



Jozsef  Zoltan  Malik  

On  Human Rights  in  Nutshell  

ESSENTIAL POLITICAL THEORY  

Ç The  common  basis  of  liberal  views : Belief  in  universal  human  rights,  that  all  people are  

worthy  of respect  (Kant) .  



Modern Theories  of Justice  in  Brief  
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Ç  No political theory can avoid drawing on different ideas of the good.  

Á The question is under what constraints can it do so to respect the limits of 

political correctness?  
 

Ç  Discussion point 1: How do they argue for the moral basis of these rights?  

1. Natural law , which focuses on the idea of the correct order of society, ius  

naturalea , which corresponds to the rules in accordance with the natural 

requirements of living conditions (in Roman legal terms , ius  gentium : these 

are common and recognizable in the law of different peoples).  

2. Efficiency utilitarianism that emphasizes the economic efficiency and its 

social role in enhancing well -being . 

3. Contract theory: political rights and obligations are justified and their 

limits are defined through a "social contract".  

4. Deliberation:  while accepting the liberal demand for freedom of choice, 

they deny the possibility of its universalization  because it is derived from a 

collective act that cannot be separated from space and time.  

 

Ç Discussion point 2:  To enforce freedom, rights and justice, how important is the 

reduction of social inequalities considered?  



Politics as  Public Choice   
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Politics  has two  important  tasks  to  arrange : 

1. To provide public goods : 

 
 

ü Private  Goods can be used in separate units Ą Divisible  Goods  
V Individuals can have access to private goods by bargaining with other 

people .  

ü Public Goods are inclusive , i.e., jointly consumed.  
V Public goods are collectively desirable and are jointly supplied to 

their potential users.   

V Must share in potential utilities and damages .  

ü The Commons  are natural resources that communities manage 

for individual and collective benefit.  
V These resources are held in common, not owned privately.  

 



Politics as  Public Choice   
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Politics has two important tasks to arrange:  

2. To create the environment under which efficient leadership can satisfy 

the public good  

ü Each  public  good can  be provided  efficiently  at  a particular  territorial  scale. 

V Small  and  large  political  units  have advantages  and  disadvantages . 

V The main  forms  of political  unites  are: - city,  - state,  - empire . 

ü Individuals  interested  in  using  public  goods may  not  have incentives  to  contribute  to  

their  provision  because  they  can  expect  not  to be excluded  from  access. But,  then,  

who  will  bear  the  costs?  

V Goal : To exclude  the  paradox  of collective  actions  Ą Hierarchy   

ü Political  decision  as ófinaló public  choice : 

V One for All: it is for ócommon goodó 

V All in One: it aggregates/reflects to all preferences  

V All in All: authoritative  Ą Hierarchy  

 
 

A possible 

distribution of 

resources  

ü Two challenges of voting mechanisms:  

V The limits of the fair usage of òmajority ruleó  

V Voting systems are not òneutraló way of making 

choices, they are always òbiasedó in some way. 

Voting  

Paradoxes  



Case Study : The U.S. Presidential Election of 2000   

Jozsef  Zoltan  Malik  ESSENTIAL POLITICAL THEORY  

Voting  Paradox : 

V The U.S. presidential election of 2000, between G eorge W. Bush (Rep.) and Al Gore (Dem.), 

was one of the closest in the history.  

V Though  Gore came in  second  in  the  electoral  vote,  he received  537,179  more  popular  votes than  Bush . 

Mathematically,  state  Florida's  25  electoral  votes became  the  key  to the  election  win  for  either  candidate . 

 

 

 

V Ralph  Nader  had  no chance  whatever  to be elected,  but  his  candidacy  for  Floridaõs 26 electoral  votes alone  

was enough  to change  the  outcome  of the  election  (supposing  the  vast  majority  of Naderõs votes had  gone 

to Gore). 

 
 
 
 
 

George W. Bush  Al  Gore  



Case Study : The French  Presidential Election of 200 2  
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On the margins of a óstiffó election: 

V The presidential election system is regulated by the French Constitution (Article Ä7) as fol -

lows:  

 ó The President of the Republic is elected by an absolute majority of the votes. If it is not obtained in the first 

round of the election, a second round is held two Sundays later. The only two candidates who may present 

themselves, after the eventual withdrawal of more favoured candidates, are those who have the largest 

number of votes in the first round.ó 
V In  2002  France  fully  expected  a runoff  between   

Á Jacques  Chirac,  the  incumbent  President  

of the  Republic  and  the  candidate  of the  

RPR, the  big  party  of the  ómoderateó right ;  

Á and  Lionel  Jospin , the  incumbent  PM and  

the  leading  representative  of the  left -wing . 

VBut,  as left -wing  votes were dispersed  among  a 

number  of candidates,  a third  contender,  the  

extreme  right  leader,  Jean -Marie  Le Pen un -

expectedly  obtained  slightly  more  than  Jospin  

in  the  first  round  of the  election . 

V In  two  weeks  later,  in  the  second  round,  Chirac  

crushed  Le Pen, obtaining  82 .2% of the  votes,  

but  the  vast  majority  of Chirac's  votes were 

against  Le Pen rather  than  for  him . The leftist  

voters  had  no choice  but  to vote for  Chirac . 

VQuestion : what  if  Le Pen would  have won  in  the  

first  round?  



Path  Dependency   
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Different structures:  

First -Past -The -Post (FPTP)  The two -round majoritarian  system  

V Path dependence is when the decisions presented to people are 

dependent on prior decisions or experiences made in the past.  

VPolitical Institutions are not ófrom the vacuum.ó  Ą  History really 

matters in the investigations of the institutions.   
 
 

Path Dependency:  



Politics as P ower  
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Politics  &  Power  are  inevitable  agents  of  social  life   

V óJust  as money  permits  the  efficient  flow  of goods and  services  through  an  economy,  so 

power  enables  collective  decisions  to be made  and  enforced .ó  

   (Hague -Harrop: Comparative Politics and Government, 2001)  

 

V óPower  is the  capacity  of a government  to draw  on the  obligations  of its  citizens  so as to  

achieve  collective  purposes  such  as law  and  order  and  protection  of the  environment .ó  

 
(Talcott Parsons: On the Concept of Political Power, 1967)  

 

V òA has  power  over B if  A can  get B to do something  B would  not  do.ó 

(Robert Dahl: The Concept of Power, 1957)  

 
V ó [é] power  and  violence  are opposites ; where  the  one rules,  the  other  is absent . Violence  

can  destroy  power ; it  is utterly  incapable  of creating  it .ó 

 (Hannah Arendt: The Origins of Totalitarianism, 1951)  

 

V òPower produces  knowledge  and  knowledge  produces  power .ó óPower produces  reality ; it  

produces  domains  of objects  and  rituals  of truth .ó                (Michel  Foucault , 1975  ) 

Power  is equated with influence  

Power is a collective resource: the more powerful 

the government, the more it can achieve its goal  

óPower  is  the  currency  of  politics ó  

óPolitics  is not just the ability to act but 

the ability to act in concert ó 

Supplying the framework within which an issue 

is  approached is a potent form of power  



Human Nature & Politics  
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Images  of Human Identity : Atomic  Self  (#1)  

 Atomic  Self  

Ren® Descartes (1641):  

ü The beginning of modern philosophy: Sceptic method Ą Individualism  

V The real me exists within myself. I, by myself, can discover this real me by 

withdrawing or separating from others.  

óIt was  absolutely  necessary  that  I, who  thus  thought,  should  be somewhat ; and  as  I 

observed  that  this  truth,  I  think,  therefore  I  am  (cogito  ergo  sum ), was  so certain  and  of 

such  evidence  that  no ground  of doubt,  however  extravagant,  could  be alleged  by  the 

sceptics  capable  of shaking  it . I concluded  that  I might  accept it  as  the first  principle  of the 

philosophy  of which  I was  in  search .ó 

Immanuel Kant (1788):  

ü If  Descartes  is right  in  that  I can  be the  judge  of what  the  truth  about  me is,  then  the   

real   self   has   the   ability   to   choose   for   oneself   the   moral   laws   and   moral  

principles  by which  one will  live  oneõs life . 

ü  There  are  two  characteristic  moral  doctrines : 

o Psychological  egoism  Ą Utilitarianism  

o Categorical  Imperative   Ą Kantianism  

Jozsef Zoltan  Malik  ESSENTIAL POLITICAL THEORY  

Inglorious Basterds  The Hunger Games  



Images  of Human Identity : Atomic  Self  (#2)  

 Atomic  Self  

Utilitarianism (Bentham (1789)):  

ü Human actions are driven by the impulses of feelings of happiness and pain . 

ü The usefulness of the individual's action is evaluated based on a benefit -cost (damage) 

calculation by considering the consequences . 

ü The goal at social level: The greatest utility for the greatest number of people . 

Moral dilemma from the spirit of Utilitarianism:  

V The Hunger  Games Story : Is it  allowed  to organise  a survival  show  where  players  kill  

each other  for  the  entertainment  of the  people  (viewers )? 

V Guantanamo  Bay  Detanation  camp  (2002 ): Can  detention  and  torture  be justified  by 

saving  many  lives  while  restricting  the  basic  rights  of innocent  (not  yet  convicted)  

prisoners?  

Immanuel Kant (1788):  

ü Kant  formulated  his  moral  law  as a categorical  imperative , which  is rested  on 

reciprocity  and  justice,  and  it  says:  

      ăAct so that  you  always  treat  people as  ends  in  themselves,  and  never  merely  use them  

as  means .ó  Ą  A Respect  for  Human  Dignity    

ü Social  Contract : Fictive,  hypothetic  rested  solely  on consensus . It  is a reference  

framework  to which  we ought  to  turn  in  case of social  debate  Ą The  óSpirit of  

Constitutionalism .ó (Modern  reformulation  Ą John  Rawls : The  Theory  of  Justice )  
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Images  of Human Identity : Relation  Self  

 Relational  Self  
Aristotle  (4th century  BC): Humans are òsocial animalsó (Zƺon Politikon ) 

who are not self -sufficient to build his own identity.  

Georg Hegel  (1817)  claims that everyone struggles to get from others the 

recognition each needs to be independent and free.  

ó The struggle of the self is essentially a struggle  for  freedom. Historically, 

this struggle  is the basis of the rise of  masters and slaves. ó 

V Hegel denied the principle of  autonomous person, arguing that who 

one is depends on one õs relationships  with others  and that  we  can  

know  we  are  free  and independent  only  if  others recognize us as 

such.  

Jozsef  Zoltan  Malik  

V Aim : To investigate  how  readily  people  would  conform  to the  roles  of 

guard  and  prisoner  in  a role -playing  exercise  that  simulated  prison  

life . 

V Philip  Zimbardoõs main  concern : whether  the  brutality  reported  

among  guards  in  American  prisons  was due  to the  sadistic  

personalities  of the  guards  (atomic  self) or  had  more  to do with  the  

prison  environment  (relational  self).  

V Findings : Within  a very  short  time  both  guards  and  prisoners,  

regardless  of their  dispositions,  were settling  into  their  new roles . 
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Modern reformulation  Ą Stanford Prison Experiment (1973)  



Images  of Human Identity : Summary  

 Who  is  right,  then?  
 

The Atomic -Self conception:  

V In  todayõs modern,  liberal  society,  expectations  work  in  the  spirit  of the  principle  

of autonomous  person . We  hear  the  constant  refrains :  

       òThink for  yourself  and  donõt just  follow  the crowdó, or   

       òTake responsibility  for  yourself  and  donõt blame  others  for  what  you   are.ó 

The  Relational -Self  conception : 

V The real  me is not  there  inside,  independent  of others  and  waiting  to be 

discovered . The real  me is something  that  is created  from  my  relationships  with  

others  and  with   my   culture .  

Á The  people   I  love  and   care  for,   the   people   who   are  important   to  

me,   the  people  whose  opinions  I trust,  and  the  ideas  and  beliefs  of my  

culture  all  make  me who  I am . 
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Images  of Human Identity : Summary  (cont .) 
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IMAGES OF HUMAN IDENTITY  

    ATOMIC -SELF  

Á Autonomous person:  

V Human Dignity  

V Responsibility  

ÁCrux: to avoid a vision 

of atomistic society  

           RELATIONAL -SELF  
ÁAll we are from our relationships with 

others and the otherõs recognitions  

ÁCrux: how to interpret the inner 

reflections of the individual to the 

environment (e.g. responsibility)  

The  two  conceptions  are  complement,  and  both  are  only  

partially  true : 

V If  you  are relational  self,  and  so who  and  what   you  are 

depends  on others,  then   you   are  not   responsible   for   what   

you   are.  Neither   are  you   responsible   for   what   you   do.  

But  surely  that  is not  right . Surely,  in  some way and  to some 

extent,  you  are responsible   for  who   you   have  become  and   

what   you   do. 



Case Study : Identity  and Citezenship  (#1)  

Charles Taylor: The Politics of Recognition  

V The binary  of Self:    

            Inner  reflection   Ą   Identity   ă Recognition  from  ósignificant  others .ó 

óWe define  our  identity  always  in  dialogue  with,  sometimes  in  struggle  

against,  the  things  our  significant  others  want  to see in  us . Even after  we  

outgrow  some of these  others ñour  parents,  for  instance ñand  they  

disappear  from our  lives,  the conversation  with  them continues  within  us  as  

long as  we  live .ó                                 

Ch. Taylor: The Politics of Recognition  

Jozsef  Zoltan  Malik  ESSENTIAL POLITICAL THEORY  

David  Miller : Citizenship  and  National  Identity  

V Citizenship  as Universal  Identity   

Á In  a plural  society  where  fragmented  identities  and  their  conflicts  are occurred,  

citizenship  can  be the  common  framework  that  keeps  the  diverse  community  

together . 

J¿rgen Habermas : Constitutional  Patriotism  

V The post -nationalist  identity  as an  attachment  based  on values  of the  constitution  rather  

than  a national  culture . 

Á Nationalistic  collective  identity  is no longer  feasible  in  a globalized  modern  world : 

citizenship  as a loyalty  goes beyond  individuals'  ethnocultural  identification . 



Case Study : Identity  and Citezenship  (#2)  

J¿rgen Habermas : Constitutional  Patriotism  

V Individual  must  become the  member  of the  community  

Á Collective  identity  is a result  of legally  approved  principles  that  are 

rooted  in  the  common  political  culture . 

Á To maintain  community,  all  members  including  aliens  must  accept  

and  identify  with  valid  political  identity .  

Jozsef  Zoltan  Malik  ESSENTIAL POLITICAL THEORY  

Disaggregated  and  Transnational  Citizenship  

V How can  the  aliensõ legal  status  be recognised?  

Á No recognition  may  often  lead  to the  violation  of human  rights . 

V Disaggregated  Citizenship  

Á Democratic  community  is not  static,  and  to reflect  to the  

challenges  of migration  and  other  ecological -social  agents,  it  can  

órecreateó itself  with  constitutional  instruments,  and  can  extend  

the  borders  of the  communityõs membership .   

V Transnational  Citizenship  

Á The question  for  the  future  of citizenship  is whether  a óglobal ó 

citizenship  can  surpass  national  citizenships  defined  by ólocal ó 

stages on the  basis  of blood  and  birth  through  an  act  of the  

state  itself . 
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Anthropological  Optimism  and Pessimism  

"Is the glass half empty or half full?"  

V It  is a proverbial  phrase  to indicate  that  a particular  situation  could  be a 

cause  for  optimism  (half  full)  or  pessimism  (half  empty) . 

Anthropological Optimism  

V The belief  in  moral  goodness  of people  and  boundless  understanding  of 

theirs . 

Anthropological Pessimism  

V The belief  that  humans  are imperfect  being  with  malicious  disposition  

including  hate,  violence,  egoism,  and  greed. Malice  is a part  of human  

nature  as much  as goodness,  and  these  characters  of people  are not  the  

consequences  of imperfect  political  institutions . 

óAnthropological Scaleó in Socials: 
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Case Study : Shakespeareõs view  
                      Source:  

Romeo and Juliet. Scene 02, Verona  

 (French musical adaptation, 2001)  

HUMAN NATURE: 
Full of passion including 

-- Love  ς tendancy to be good 
-- Hate and struggle ς tend to be bad  

The NATURE of POLITICS: 
Turbulence & Discord 

 
- έ5og eat dogέ life  
- Dynastic wars (1564-1616) 
 

Think about other {ƘŀƪŜǎǇŜŀǊŜΩǎ 
plays, too, such as Hamlet, King 
Lear, Richard III 
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Anthropological  Optimism  and Pessimism  in IR  

ESSENTIAL POLITICAL THEORY  

Anthropological 

Optimism  

Anthropological 

Pessimism  
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Optimistic  vs . Pessimistic  views  on  Human Nature  

ESSENTIAL POLITICAL THEORY  



Jozsef  Zoltan  Malik  

Classic Contractualist  Views  in  Focus   
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