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What is International Politics?  

 International Politics: area of study that concerns the 

relations among different actors in the world, the characteristics of those 

relations, and their consequences. 

 IP as a discipline of Political Science:  
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 The Guidelines of Researches 
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Some Epistemological Problems 

 No. 1: How do we construct theories? 

What are they? 

The belief that certain events or situations 

are secretly manipulated behind the scenes 

by powerful forces with negative intent. 

2. Conspiracy theories have these 6 

things in common 

1. An alleged, secret plot. 

2. A group of conspirators. 

3. ‘Evidence’ that seems to support the 

conspiracy theory. 

4. They falsely suggest that nothing 

happens by accident and that there are no 

coincidences; nothing is as it appears and 

everything is connected. 

5. They divide the world into good or bad. 

6. They scapegoat people and groups. 

 Conspiracy Theories  



Make a Difference: Science and Ideology 
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In daily life, we encounter many doctrines and ideologies that share features with 

social theory. 

 Both tell us why things are the way they are: why crime occurs, why some 

people are poor but not others, why divorce rates are high in some places, etc. 

 Both contain assumptions about the fundamental nature of human beings 

and of the social world. 

 Both offer systems of ideas or concepts, and both interconnect the ideas. 

  
Ideology Science (Theory) 

Certainty of answers absolute, certain answers with few 

questions 

tentative, conditional answers that  

are incomplete and open ended 

Type of knowledge closed, fixed belief system open, expanding belief system 

Type of assumptions implicit assumptions based on 

faith, moral belief, or social position 

explicit, changing assumptions  

based on open, informed debate 

and rational discussion 

Use of normative  

statements 

merger of descriptive claims, 

explanations, and normative 

statements 

separation of descriptive claims,  

explanations, and normative 

statements 

Empirical evidence selective use of evidence, resistance 

to contrary evidence 

Seeking repeated tests of claims, 

changing based on new evidence 

Logical consistency contradictions and logical fallacies highest levels of consistency, 

avoiding logical fallacies 

Conspiracy Theory Occam’s Razor or 

Parsimony: 

The idea that simple is better; 

everything else being equal, a 

social theory that explains more 

with less complexity is better. 
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Theory vs. Ideology: Examples 
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The debate over Evolutionism and Creationism: 

  

Divorce: 
  

Science (Theory): 

– Family are strongest when they 

have resources (income, 

education, housing, maturity, 

respect etc.) and low stress 

(constant employment, happy 

marriage, good health, etc).  

Ideology 

– Society is facing a moral 

decay leading to divorce, 

women working outside the 

home, and loss of the 

“traditional family.” 

 

Evolutionism 

– Evolution qualifies as a scientific 

theory because of its logical 

coherence, openness, integration 

with other scientific knowledge, 

and empirical tests.  

Creationism 

– Creationism relies on sacred teachings or 

writings that believers accept as being 

absolute truth and largely do not question. 
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Theory 

Hypothesis 

Observation 

Conformation 

Patterns 

Hypothesis 

Theory 

Logical 

Inferences 

1. Modus Ponens 

2. Generalization 

Karl Popper: 

1. All scientific knowledge is hypothetic 

       Not can be generalized 

2.  Modus Tollens, and not MP  Falsification 

 

DEDUCTION INDUCTION 

How to Confirm Theories   

Observation 
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Thomas Kuhn & The Structure of Scientific Revolutions (1962) 

Imre Lakatos & Research Programs (1963)  

How to Confirm Theories (#2)  

 The evolution of science is not cumulative, and a scientific 

methodology with universal scope cannot be constructed. 

 Research Program: a set of theories having influence for a decade or 

a century; the theories belonging to one and the same research 

program are organized over a common conceptual core that are 

sublimated by negative and positive heuristics. 

 A negative heuristics prohibits scholars to alter some conception 

 The Hard Core of the program. 

 A positive heuristics is a kind of guidance for the ways of 

evolution process of the research program  The Protective Belt 

over the program will be changed. 

Popper: even the most well-established and popular scientific 

theory can never be proved – it can only be disproved. 

WORLD POLITICS 
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What’s up with IP Schools?  

RESEARCH  

PROGRAMS 

CONCEPTUAL 

HARD CORE 
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Methodological Debates in IP 
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 Around 1970s, neo-Marxism emerged as an attempt  

    to theorize about economic underdevelopment in  

    developing countries (decolonized independent   

    countries). This became the basis for a third major  

    debate in IP about international wealth and  

    international poverty. 

WORLD POLITICS 
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Some Epistemological Problems 



Some Epistemological Problems  

 No. 3: Why are there Conflicts and Wars? 
 Is there something in Human Nature? 
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 Is there something in Political Regimes? 

Some Examples:  

 September, 1973: a right-wing military coup (Augusto 

Pinochet) against the democratically elected Salvador 

Allende’s  government destroyed democracy in Chile. 

 April, 1974: a left-wing military rebellion overthrew the 

totalitarian regime in Portugal and led to the creation of a 

democratic state . 

 August, 1991: a hard-line Communist coup attempted to 

reverse democratic reforms in the Soviet Union. As a result 

of popular resistance, the coup failed.  



Levels of Analysis (#1)   
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Levels of Analysis (#2)  
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What is the place of Political Regimes in IP? 

  

Different stances: 

  

 To cut off PRs from IR: All of these theories make certain assumptions 

about states and the interests and preferences of states in order to generate 

theories of how groups of states interact with each other or about the nature 

and dynamics of the international system as a whole. 

Examples: Neorealism (Walz), ”New Wave” paradigms 

 

 PRs matter but the effects are not primary: the  imperatives of seeking 

security in a “self-help world” forces all states, good or bad, democratic or 

authoritarian, to seek their best foreign policy in an “anarchic” world politics. 

Example: The other strands of Realism   

 

 The effects of PRs are immediate: this is a “bottom-up” view of IP in 

which states are not considered as black boxes or billiard balls. International 

phenomena cannot be separated from “domestic affairs”.    

Examples: Liberal strands, Neo-Marxism, Feminism   
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”Billiard Ball” view of IR 

”Self-Help States System” view of IR 

”Bottom-Up” view of IR 



Levels of Analysis (#3)  
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STATE 

REGIME REGIME & 

GOVERNMENT 

GOVERNMENT 

James Rosenau 

(1924-2011) 



Levels of Analysis (#4)  
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The three Is: 

INTEREST,  

INTERACTION, 

INSTITUTION 



Levels of Analysis (#5)  
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Multi-level politics: 
 Multilevel governance emerges when several tiers of government share the task 

of regulating modern society. 

WORLD POLITICS 



Levels of Analysis (#5)  
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Multi-level politics: 
 Multilevel governance emerges when several tiers of government share the task 

of regulating modern society. 

WORLD POLITICS 
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Some Epistemological Problems 
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The Westpalian World Order 



Toward Westphalian World Order 
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Toward Westphalian World Order 
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FEUDAL SOCIAL SYSTEM: 

WORLD POLITICS 

Toward Westphalian World Order 
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Shakespeare on his own Time 
                      Source:  

Romeo and Juliet. Scene 02, Verona 

 (French musical adaptation, 2001) 

HUMAN NATURE: 
Full of passion including 

-- Love  – tendancy to be good 
-- Hate and struggle – tend to be bad  

The NATURE of POLITICS: 
Turbulence & Discord 

 
- ”Dog eat dog” life  
- Dynastic wars (1564-1616) 
 

Think about other Shakespeare’s 
plays, too, such as Hamlet, King 
Lear, Richard III 
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Toward Westphalian World Order 
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Toward Westphalian World Order 
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Toward Westphalian World Order 
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World Politics under Westphalian World Order 
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Balance of Power 1   
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Balance of Power 2   
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World Politics under Westphalian World Order 

WORLD POLITICS 



The Cold War Period (1946-1991) 

The 

Beginnings 

Scorchers 

Uprising of 

Chinese 

Economy 

Uprising of 

the Islamic 

World 

Uprisings in  

the Soviet Bloc 

„Precursory” Springtime of 

the People 
(the ”new 1848”) 
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Fragmentations in WP 

The failure of  

the ”Gold Standard” 

in World Economics 

Neoliberalism as 

paradigm for 

Global Capitalism  



Visionary Ideas in IP after the Cold War 
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Thesis #1:  The three waves of democratization 
                     (The Third Wave: Democratization in the Late Twentieth Century, 1991) 

Samuel P. Huntington 

(1927-2008) 

Thesis #2:  The clash of civilizations (The Clash of Civilizations, 1993/1996) 

• The world is becoming a smaller place as a result of the development of modern civilization 

• In a small multipolar world where there are different cultures living together  

• Western   Islam Culture – After the cold war, “Islam is the next enemy” 

Francis Fukuyama 

(1952-) 

     

James Rosenau 

(1924-2011) 

Thesis: The End of History (The End of History and the Last Men, 1989/1992) 

• There is a determinate end-point of human  history  

• The victorious of liberal democracy as political regime all over the world 
 

Thesis: Turbulence in World Politics  
                  (Turbulence in World Politics: A Theory of Change and Continuity, 1990)  

• The extensive degrees of interdependence among actors in the world  Increasing complexity 

• Coexistence of the state-centric international system with a more dynamic, decentralized, 

multi-centric local system.  

• Such turbulence, in turn, transforms long-standing parameters of behaviour (all the relevant 

parts of the world will impact on each other) 



Post-Cold War Period  

1. The US ”unipolar moment” (Ch. Krauthammer) 

 The Gulf War (1991) 

 The Expansion of NATO (1990-2009) 

2. 9/11 terrorist attacks on the USA in 2001 

 War in Afghanistan (2001-) 

 US-led invasion of Iraq (2003) 

3. Russia nationalist / militarist replies? 

 War against Georgia in 2008 (annexation of Abkhazia  

        and Ossethia) 

 Ukrainian Crisis, 2014- (annexation of the Crimea) 

 Military bases on the North Pole 

 Syrian intervention, 2015  

4. Seething Islamic world 

 Arab spring (2010-2011) 

 Civil wars (Libya, Syria) 

 Ongoing violence (Egypt, Yemen) 

 Islamic state (2010)  

5. Mass Migration  Migration Crisis, 2015 

6. Toward to a Multipolar World (USA-China-Russia-EU) 

+ 
 The Decline of Washington Consensus (Neoliberilsm), 2008 

 Ideological tensions (Liberalism  leftist, rightist movements) 
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World Stability in Focus 
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World Politics as AOC together 

WORLD POLITICS 

 Anarchy  - Psychological Egoism 

            - Hobbesian Thesis 

 

  

             

  

 Order              - Westphalian World Order 

           - Hegemonic Stability Theory 

       

 

 

 

 Chaos   - The Black Swans 

           - The Butterfly Effect 
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How to keep up Stability in Politics? 

WORLD POLITICS 



Debates on World Stability   

World Order: 

 

Multipolar 

(1900-1918) 

 

     WW2 

 

 

Bipolar 

(1945-1990) 

 

          The end of   

         Cold War 

           

 

Unipolar 

(1990-2001) 

 

        Fragmen- 

         tations 

 

 

Multipolar 

(?) 
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 Neorealist Stability Theory: The Logic 

of numbers? 
 Bipolar systems tend towards stability and 

strengthen the likelihood of peace. Reasons: 
 The existence of only two great powers 

encourages each to maintain the bipolar system 

 

 The existence of only two great powers reduces 

the chances of miscalculation and makes it easier 

to operate an effective system of deterrence 

 

 Power relationships are more stable as each bloc 

is forced to rely on inner (economic and military) 

resources, external (alliances with other states or 

blocs) means of expanding power not being 

available.  

Fewer great 

powers 

means the 

possibilities 

of great-

power war 

are reduced. 

 The Critics of Neoclassic Realists: 
• Stability cannot deduced from IS structure  States    

   are agents and has ontological superiority over the IS. 

     

 Neoliberal Critics:  
• Neorealists focus on ”high politics” of IP: the military 

and diplomatic dimensions of international relations 

• Instead, the international agenda is becoming broader 

with greater attention being given to the ”low politics” of 

welfare, environmental protection and political justice.    



Hegemonic Stability  

 Hegemonic Stability Theory (HST) holds that there is always a 

proclivity towards instability in the international system, but this can be 

avoided if the dominant state assumes a leadership or hegemonic role. This role 

involves creating and upholding a system of rules (Bretton Woods System, 

GATT, World Bank, IMF) which provide a secure basis for international order 

and cooperation under conditions of anarchy.  

 

 Current Alignment of Powers: 

Hegemony is the 

dominance of a single 

power. It is employed 

to explain how 

international order is 

possible even in the 

context of ‘anarchy’. 
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 The Price of Hegemony: 



Hegemonic Stability (con.)  

 HST as Neo-realist Thesis: Neorealists have found the concept of 

HST useful in explaining how an international economy based on 

fundamentally liberal principles and liberal economic practices could be 

secured in a world in which political authority was vested in nation-states with 

competing interests and possibly mercantilist impulses.  

 Robert Gilpin: an analysis of US hegemony which rested on the premise 

that there was a direct relationship between US power and the stability of 

the international economic order.  

 

 After Hegemony: Keohane argues HST, pointing at that  

 the condition of hegemony is not the only possible form or motive for 

cooperation  HST might be partially valid, but it is not sufficient for 

understanding the conditions under which cooperation take place;  

 cooperation seems to depend on other important factors:  

 expectations;  

 transaction costs; 

 conditions of uncertainty.  
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Critics: 
 Neo-Marxism:  both schools miss the cushion 

 Hegemony is a project of social forces 

 The highest layer of society possesses    
- economic domination 
- intellectual and moral leadership 
- military power    



Turbulence in World Politics?  
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 Turbulence: a situation where environments in which people 

live are marked by high degrees of complexity and dynamism. 
 The extensive degrees of interdependence among actors create 

environments dense with causal layers.  

 Such turbulence, in turn, transforms long-standing parameters of 

behaviour.  

 Coexistence of the long standing state-centric international 

system with an ever more dynamic, decentralized, multi-centric 

system.   

  Crux: A dialectical relationship between globalization and localization.  

 The norms, structures and processes in these two systems are mutually exclusive, 

adding high complexity to the world system: 

 Fragmegration is a term by which we capture the pervasive interaction between 

fragmenting and integrating dynamics unfolding in all aspects of contemporary life.   

„The best way to understand world affairs today requires viewing them as an 

endless series of distant proximities in which the forces pressing for 

greater globalization and those inducing greater localization 

interactively play themselves out [… Globalization is] one component of 

the transformative dynamics that underlie the emergence of a new epoch in 

the human condition.”  
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The Decline of Westphalian World Order? 

Modern politics based on  
 Sovereign States (Westphalian system) and 

 Universal Human Rights (Enlightenment)  

seems to be insufficient. 

 Empowering of non-state organizations (MNCs, NGOs), 

 Global Ecological Issues, 

 Global communication and mobility (cyberspace, migration, 

contagions), 

 Expressive individualism (multi-identification, religious 

fundamentalism  multicultaral ways of life) 

 Humanitarian interventions (to tackle crisis) 

 4th Generation Warfare (Terrorism, Cyber warfare, PMC) 

All these challenges include and may imply international 

security risks and potential conflicts 

 
Back to square one in the study of World Politics:  

 Ontological question: what to know?  

 Epistemological question: how to know? 

 Methodological question: how to verify our knowledge?  
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The ”Billiard Ball” model in different fashions  

Neorealistic Model #1: Kenneth Waltz 

 Technical instrument to use: absolute and 

relative gains 

  

 Neorealistic Model #2: Robert Gilpin 

 Technical instrument to use: Marginal 

analysis 

 

  

 
”New wave” paradigm: James Rosenau 

 

            Turbulence        Fragmegration 

 

 Technical instruments to use:  

 

         Chaos Theory                       Network Theory 

          Paradigm shift:                                     Paradigm shift: 

 Chance is crucial and immanent in WP          The fundamental entities are not 

                                                                  states (realists) and individuals (liberals) 

   Epistemic & Methodological turn                     Ontological turn 

               

 

 



Constructed Reality 
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 Trouble with Causation 

 Instead of Causality 

Discourse: how to bring up meaning?     Social Constructivism 

Contingency: ”Chance is more fundamental than causality”    (Max Born, Physicist)  

    Contrafactuals (what would be/ what would have been if …) and alternative reality   
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Toward Chaos Theory: The Black Swan Effect 
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Don’t  

generalize  

upon the 

instances of 

your earlier 

experience!  

Black Swan is a highly improbable 

event with three principal charac-

teristics: 

1. it is unpredictable; 

2. it carries a massive impact; 

3. and, after the fact, we concoct 

an explanation that makes the 

event appear less random, and 

more predictable, than it was.  

Examples: The astonishing success 

of Google or Facebook was a black 

swan; so was 9/11. 

”Hindsight is 
always 20/20” 

WORLD POLITICS 



Toward Chaos Theory: The Butterfly Effect 
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 Principles of Chaos  Chaotic IS  Anarchic IS 

 

Non-linearity: This construct means that small 

actions can stimulate large reactions in which 

highly improbable, unpredictable and unexpected 

events have huge impacts. 

The Butterfly Effect: Big movements of change 

have often started with tiny events or personal 

decisions that ended up affecting the history of 

our world.  
 This effect grants the power to cause a hurricane in 

China to a butterfly flapping its wings in New 

Mexico (though it may take a very long time). 

Dynamical systems change, and are getting 

unpredictable: Because we can never know all 

the initial conditions of a complex system in 

sufficient (i.e. perfect) detail, we cannot hope to 

predict the ultimate fate of a complex system. 

Chaos is not simply disorder (anarchy): Chaos 

explores the transitions between order and 

disorder, which often occur in surprising ways. 

Turbulence ensures that 

two adjacent points in a 

complex system will 

eventually end up in very 

different positions after 

some time has elapsed. 

WORLD POLITICS 



Linear vs. Chaotic   
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Linear or 

Deterministic 

Non-linear  

or Chaotic 

WORLD POLITICS 



Chaotic World Politics: Case Study #1  
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Butterfly effect(s): Big movements of 

change have often started with tiny 

events or personal decisions that ended 

up affecting the history of our world.  

WORLD POLITICS 
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Chaotic World Politics: Case Study #2  

   Essential Question: A few small changes in the historical, cultural, or 

   social realities of the time would have seen either a completely different 

   string of events lead up to the war or, perhaps and more interestingly, 

   the war not occur at all.   

WORLD POLITICS 



Chance itself is not so simple  

  

Jozsef Zoltan Malik WORLD POLITICS 

Randomness of the world 

 

Fractals – the Pictures of 

Chaos: Fractals are infinitely 

complex patterns (attractor) that 

are self-similar across different 

scales. They are created by 

repeating a simple process over 

and over in an ongoing feedback 

loop. 
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Network Science as New Paradigm  

WORLD POLITICS 

 Network patterns:   The Global Brain:  

In Socials different networks are not evolving randomly, 

that is to say, any nodes might have equal access to get 

other nodes. Instead, social networks are increasing by 

preferential attachment: heavily linked nodes (”Hubs”) in 

the network tend to accumulate even more links. 



Jozsef Zoltan Malik 

Network Science (Supplementary)  

WORLD POLITICS 

 Social Networks:   Networks in IR:  

Mark Garnovetter’s  

Sociological model  
Alliance Network, 1878  

Alliance Network, 1962  

The Network of 

Saddam Hussein  



Connectography  

  

Jozsef Zoltan Malik WORLD POLITICS 

 Megacity clusters want to be part of global 

    value chains.  

 They want to be part of this global 

division of labor.  

Megacity clusters belong as much to the 

global network civilization as to their 

home countries.   FRAGMEGRATION 

Connectography = 

Connectivity + Geography 

how we  

legally divide 

the world 

how we actually  
use the world 



Networking: an analogy   
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Fragmegration in Geopolitics  
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 21st Century Geopolitics:  

 Fragmegration: Fusion + Networking    

The Dallas/Fort Worth metropolitan area is a 
functional region in that Dallas and Fort Worth 
share a common airport located between the 
two cities. 

Geofusion in the World Map 



The Three types of Regions  
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 21st Century Geopolitics:  



The Era of Geoeconomics  
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 21st Century Geopolitics:  

 Functional Geography:  

1. High degree of Human Capital and Added-Value Production 

2. Connectivity to Global Supply Chains 

3. Substainability 

4. Multi-lateral word   
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Different Schools, Different Focus 
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Different Schools, Different Focus  



Realism vs. Liberalism: the early debate   

 “Idealism” or ”Utopian Liberalism” is most closely 

associated with US president Woodrow Wilson: 
 An approach that emphasized international law, 

morality and organizations, rather than power. 
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 Realism: an approach that explained IP mainly in 

terms of states’ pursuit of power 
States must seek to maximize power or face destruction:  

WW1 was not “war to end all wars” 

 Edward Carr: Twenty  Years’  Crisis, 1939 
 British intellectual life in his day was dominated by 

idealists who largely ignored power politics. As he writes, 

”the utopian believes in the possibility of more or less 

radically rejecting reality, and substituting his utopia for it 

by an act of will.” 

 Carr argued that WW2 proved that ”realism” was the 

correct theory 

 

 Carr's main presumptions (following Machiavelli): 

1. There is causation between historical events; 

2. Practice has priority over theory; 

3. Morality is the product of power, and not reversed. 
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Realism vs. Liberalism 

WORLD POLITICS 
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Realism vs. Liberalism 



Critical Views: An Overview 

 Why to use ”critical views”? They are arguing the mainstream (realistic and liberal) 

views from certain perspectives: 

 all critical views considering societal features of international politics and global social 

challenges rather than international system; 

 to embrace a  post-positivist approach that takes subject and object, and therefore theory 

and practice, to be intimately linked (Neo-Marxism and most forms of Green Politics). To sum 

up: ”Theory is always  for  someone and  for some purpose" (Robert Cox); 

 contemporary critical perspectives seek to challenge the global status quo and the norms, 

values and assumptions that it is based on. They have some emancipative features.  

 The main critical approaches: 
 The Classic alternatives: 

 English School (International Society or Realist Liberal approach) 

 Neo-Marxism (International Political Economy) 

 Contemporary Approaches: 

 The ”New Wave” (Chaotic approach to IS, Networking Science)  

 Constructivism  Post-Positivst IP 

 Postmodern  

 Feminism 

 Green perspective 
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Realism vs. Liberalism 

As states acquire capabilities to make 

themselves secure, they make others 

more insecure – leads to a cycle of arms 

races and growing insecurity.    

Bruce Russet – John Oneal: 

Triangulating Peace, 2001  
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The Kantian Triangle in Post-War Europe 
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The Kantian Triangle in Post-War Europe 

Transatlantic Trade 

and Investment Part-

nership: a bi-lateral trade 
agreement,  which is about 
reducing the regulatory 

barriers to trade for big 

business, things like food 
safety law, environmental 
legislation, banking regu-
lations and the sovereign 
powers of individual nations. 
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Human Nature – the Mainstream Views 

WORLD POLITICS 
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Classic Contractualist Views in Focus  

WORLD POLITICS 
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Human Nature – the Mainstream Views 

”Act only on that maxim 

which you can at the same 

time will to be a universal 

law.” 
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Critical Perspective: Burke  

ESSENTIAL POLITICAL THEORY 

An alternative to Locke and Kant: Edmund Burke  

 Burke: it is not true that people initially have rights as it is 

presupposed in Locke's social contract theory (Locke says: In 

the state of nature, men had all the rights which nature 

could give them.) 

 Rights are not metaphysical entities arising from the existence 

of humans, but privileges granted to us by others. 

The rights for a person to have rights are only given in a 

community, which are not provided at birth but are 

judged based on the actions of the person. 

According to Burke, there is no universal rights 

independent of all circumstances.  

 No rights are attached to individuals, they can only 

be interpreted in terms of the individual's relationship 

with others. Burke says that he knows the rights of 

the Englishman, but he knows nothing about the 

rights of man. 

 "All people are born free and equal in their dignity 

and rights" is just cheap talk if these are not 

guaranteed by the community of which we are 

members. 

73 
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Human Nature – the Critical Views 
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Human Nature – the Critical Views 



Noam Chomsky: an anarchistic view of politics    

 Exponent: Noam Chomsky, a US linguistic theorist and radical 

intellectual. Radicalized during the Vietnam War, Chomsky 

subsequently became the leading radical critic of US foreign policy.  

 No Need for theory in IP: focus on and comment situations and 

policies using only the available empirical evidence rather than apply 

any theory. 

 Human Nature is notoriously unverifiable: it is basically 

creative and tend to being free. That's why traditional beliefs of 

International Political Theories cannot be justified: 
 (Neo)realism/(Neo)liberalism: self-interest, anarchism, or power all 

based upon a hypothesis on human nature;  

 Neo-Marxian: what if people do not recognise their exploitation or 

simple they accept it. 

 Constructivists exaggerate the creative potentials of human beings 

(they say that the human subject is shaped from the flux and 

plurality of discourses, and so our creative potentials are infinite. 

But there are certain intrinsic properties of human nature, thus 

human faculty is in fact bounded). 

Jozsef Zoltan Malik ESSENTIALS OF WORLD POLITICS 

Noam Chomsky 

 A kind of Anarchistic View (against State and Capitalism): If human beings are 

essentially creative with an ‘instinct for freedom’ to pursue cooperative ventures, then states and 

capitalism must work against human nature, because both concentrate power into the hands of a 

few, thereby denying the many necessary conditions for cooperative, creative humanistic productive 

activity. 



The Nature of International System 
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Against the Mainstream 



The Nature of International System 
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Constructivism as Paradigm in IP   

 Key idea: Although we typically think of construction as involving physical 

things, constructivists consider how the social world is built. 

 

 

 Key Problem: Traditional approaches are commited to „materialism”: actors have 

fixed and predictable interests based on what is available in the material world.  

 

 

 

 

 Constructivism is a theoretical perspective that proposes that the physical world is 

much less important than the social world constructed through systems of norms, 

beliefs, and discourse.   

 Key Figure: Alexander Wendt: ”Anarchy is what States Make of it”, 1992  

 The core of the argument is the rejection of the neorealist position,  

according to which anarchy must necessarily lead to self-help. Whether it  

does or not cannot be decided a priori; it depends on the interaction  

between states: 

                              ”If the United States and the Soviet Union decide that they are no  

                                      longer enemies, ‘the cold war is over’. It is collective meanings that  

                                     constitute the structures which organize our actions.” 
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Different Strands with Different Methods  



Postmodern as Intellectual Trend  
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The ”Archimedean Points” of Western Civilization  
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”We can no more separate our theories and concepts from our data and percepts 

than we can find a true Archimedean point—a God’s-eye view—of ourselves and 

our world.”  (Michael Schermer, 2007) 



”Premodern – Modern” Dichotomy 
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Ishad Manji:  

 There is really a “muslim problem” but it stems not from the 

nature of Islam, but from a “tribal culture” that have taken over 

Islam. 

 

Geert Wilders:  

 Islam as a per definition totalitarian ideology that is incompatible 

with freedom as we perceive it in the Western world. 

 

Viktor Orban:  

 Historical heritage and national experiences, and sovereignity. 

 

Slavoj Zizek:  

 Let’s rethink about the framework of the problems of our ”modern 

life and practice” rather than accepting it. 

 

Richard Dawkins:  

 Religions work in our time as cultural memes, their nature are 

dogmatic rested on a superstitious way of thinking, and thus they 

are harmful. 

 

 

 



Premodern-Modern-Postmodern?  
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Postmodern as Pardigm in IP  

  

Jozsef Zoltan Malik WORLD POLITICS 

Postmodern = 

Neither Modern nor Premodern? 



  

Jozsef Zoltan Malik WORLD POLITICS 

Postmodern in Politics (The ”dark side” of the story) 



The Mainstream: Liberals and Realists 
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Liberalism: Tradition and Strands  



Utopian Liberalism  

 Basic Assumption: liberal democracies are more peaceful and 

law-abiding political regimes. 

 Manifesto: Kant: Perpetual Peace (1795) 
 Republican Constitutions: The Civil Constitution of every State should be 

Republican (domestic political cultures based on peaceful conflict resolution) 

 The Right/Law of Nations: The Right of Nations shall be based on a 

federation of  Free States (common moral values) 

 ”Ius Cosmopoliticum” (Cosmopolitan Right/Law):  
 The Principle of Hospatility: ”the right of a foreigner not to be treated with 

hostility because he has arrived on the land of another” 

 The Expansion of Hospitality with regard to "use of the right to the earth's 

surface which belongs to the human race in common (Common Heritage of 

Humanity)  

 ”Cosmopolitan Right shall be limited to Conditions of Universal Hospitality” 

Modern exponent: Fukuyama: The End of History (1993) 

 According  to  Fukuyama,  democracy,  or  more  accurately,  

    liberal democracy represents the determinate end-point of  

    human  history (the end-point what Hegel predict earlier) 

 Liberal democracies were/are better  than  their competitors: 
1. Fascism: all these regimes were self-destruct. 

2. Communism: it was also destroyed as a living ideology by 1990. 

3. Religious  fundamentalism or nationalism are not  potent competitors,  

since  the  conflicts  and  problems  created  by  them potentially 

resolvable  by liberalism.   

Critics: Security challenges appearing with globalization 
 Huntington: The Clash of Civilization (1993,1996) 

 One-sided dependence: Greek crisis 
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When in Rome, do as 
the Romans do (Idiom) 
”If you should be 

in Rome, live in the 

Roman manner” 

(St. Ambrose) 



The Kantian Vision (#1)  
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The Kantian Vision (#2)  
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 Sociological Liberalism (#1) 



The efforts of Liberals  
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The three Is: 

INTEREST,  

INTERACTION, 

INSTITUTION 

Vison about INDIVIDUALS: 

- Free people 

- Democratic states 

- Peace based upon interdependencies 

 

INTEREST: 

- Egoistic but ready to cooperate 

- ”High” and ”Low” Politics  

INTERACTION: 

-To advance cooperation in the 

competative interdependences among 

  the actors in world politics 

INSTITUTION:  

- Shared norms 

- Regulated interactions 
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 Sociological Liberalism (#2)  

 EU: Horizon 2020 
    Horizon 2020 is the biggest 

    EU Research and Innovation      

    Programme. 

One main declared policy: Secure 

societies – Protecting freedom and 

security of Europe and its 

citizens:  
• To enhance the resilience of our society 

against natural and man-made disasters 

• To fight crime and terrorism 

• To improve border security 

• To provide enhanced cyber-security 
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 Interdependence Liberalism 
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 Interdependence Liberalism 



Interdependence Liberalism  

 Goal: to explain how six European countries came to initiate a new 

form of supranational cooperation after WW2.    

 The driving force of integration seems to rely on ”permissive 

consensus” of the people of Europe  Regional integration is as an elite-

driven process.  

 ‘Spillover’ ~ ”the expansive logic of integration”  people involved in 

EU affairs shift their loyalties to EU institutions and away from their 

nation state. 
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 E. Haas: European Integration and Neo-functionalist theory (1958)  

Whereas neofunctionalism high-

lights spillover processes at the 

international level, postfunc-

tionalism emphasizes euroscep-

tic reaction to integration at the 

domestic level.  

 
As  European  integration  has moved  

into core areas of state sovereignty and  

national  identity, public  opinion  has  

turned  against  the  EU. Eurosceptic  

parties  have  exploited  this sentiment 

during national elections and in several 

referendums. 
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 Complex Interdependences 



Institutional Liberalism  

 The Role of Institutions: 
  Provide a flow of information and opportunities to negotiate; 

  Enhance the ability of governments to monitor others’ compliance and to  

implement their own commitments – hence their ability to make credible 

 commitments in the first place; 

  Strengthen prevailing expectations about the solidity of international  

agreements.  
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Display of Supra- 

Inter- and Trans- 

national Relations  



The Political Trilemma of Globalization  
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Realism: Tradition and Strands  
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Neoclassic Realism: Morgenthau 
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Neoclassic Realism: Morgenthau (cont.) 
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The ”Billiard Ball” model in different fashions  

Neorealistic Model #1: Kenneth Waltz 

 Technical instrument to use: absolute and 

relative gains 

  

 Neorealistic Model #2: Robert Gilpin 

 Technical instrument to use: Marginal 

analysis 

 

  

 
”New wave” paradigm: James Rosenau 

 

            Turbulence        Fragmegration 

 

 Technical instruments to use:  

 

         Chaos Theory                       Network Theory 

          Paradigm shift:                                     Paradigm shift: 

 Chance is crucial and immanent in WP          The fundamental entities are not 

                                                                  states (realists) and individuals (liberals) 

   Epistemic & Methodological turn                     Ontological turn 

               

 

 



Neorealism: Waltz’s ”anti-reductionism”  
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 Neorealism considers national interest, sovereignty, and international order as 

the most important values 

Against ”reductionism”: it is not possible to understand world politics simply by 

looking inside of states 

 Structural and determinist theory – If we want to consider how actors will 

interact, we must look at the system within which they interact. 

 Focus on the structure: 

 Ordering principle: Anarchy 

 International system is composed of like units 

 The only thing that matters is relative power (Relative Gain) 
 

 Absolute and Relative Gains:  



Main Debates in Realism: Classic vs. Neo  
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Main Debates in Realism: Classic vs. Neo  

Jozsef Zoltan Malik WORLD POLITICS 



Offensive vs. Defensive Realism  
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Strategic Realism 

 Strategic realism: this theory is developed by Thomas Schelling analyses how a 

state can employ power to get a rival to do what the state desires, i.e. through coercion 

instead of brute force, which is always dangerous and inefficient.  

 Unlike classical, neoclassical or neorealism, strategic realism does not make 

normative claims: values are taken as given and not weighed during analysis. 

 Rather, the theory seeks to provide analytical tools (via game theoretical analysis) 

for diplomacy and foreign policy. 

 The analysis  
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 In the analysis of game theory the logic 

of considered situation and the cogs and 

wheels of processes are discovered, which 

are hidden because of the complexity of 

realness.  

 

 
 The results of actors in games, i.e. the 

loss or gain of theirs, are called payoffs 

that rank the outcomes of the game. The 

higher is the outcome in player’s 

preference, the greater is the payoff to the 

outcome.  
 The primary goal of each player has to be seemed to guarantee the greater payoff to 

player against the efforts of opponents with different interest. 



The Neo-Neo Debate   

 The Debate between Neoliberalism and Neorealism is not a debate 

between two polar opposite worldviews. Common: ontology, focus on 

similar questions, agree on number of assumptions about IP. 

NR and NL are mainstream theories on mainstream issues:  

 What about inequality? 

 Society and domestic politics;  

 Ethical and moral issues backed by the society and 

international networks.  

 What about a less state-centric world? 

 However, there are several epistemological differences and hence 

diffrent answers:  

 NRs focus on security and military issues. NLs focus on political 

economy, environmental issues and lately human rights issues. 

 NRs focus on relative (and absolute gains). NLs on absolute gains 

 NRs: world is still a competitive place with self-interests, be 

cautious about cooperation. NLs: states can be persuaded to 

cooperate if they are convinced that all states will comply and 

cooperation will result in absolute gains. 
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Neo-Neo Debate (con.) 
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NeoCons or Democratic Realism  
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 New World Order: To make the whole world uni-polar 

in the post-cold war period under the hegemony of USA 

 A kind of HST incorporating both realist and liberal  

    principles  ”Pax Americana” (Muravchik): 

 utopian liberalism: to extend liberal democracies  

to all over the world 

 realism: to achieve ”democratic world”, one has 

to spread and defend the democratic world order,  

and it requires force and sanctions     

   

 Exponents: Charles Krauthammer, Joshua Muravhcik, Robert Kagan, William Kristol, Paul Wolfowitz 

 Critics: Democratic realism is a bizarre mix of the wish of world democracy and 

     hegemonic force:  

 It is neither realist nor liberal: 

 Unilateralism denies the tradition of Realism; 

 It also denies the Kantian idea of Perpetual Peace. 

 It results in a sort of US imperialism and not in a kind of ”Pax Americana”   

 Aggressive and offensive foreign policy; 

 Dubious tools in practice under the administration of the US president G.W. 

Bush (2001-2008): Patriot Act; Guantanamo Bay detention camp   

 Paul Kennedy’s ”Military Overstretch” Thesis: The ambitions and security 

requirements of Hegemons in history are greater than their resource base can provide 

for. 

Leo Strauss 

(1899-1973) 



Utopian Realism 
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2007 



Utopian Realism (#2) 

Hans Jonas 

Das Prinzip Verantwortung  (1974) 
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2007 



Beyond the ”Mainstream”: Critical Views 
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International Security  



On International Security  
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• The Melian Dialogue 

• The Logic of Arms Races 

• 4th Generation Warfare (Terrorism, 

  Cyber warfare, PMC) 

• Sustainability – The Horizon of Time and 

Security Problem: 
1.Economic Concerns of Intertemporal Choices 

2.Ecological Concerns of Intertemporal Choices 

• Ideological conflicts  

• AI & Socioeconomic effects  

•Global communication and mobility (cyberspace, 

migration) 

• Expressive individualism (multi-identification, 

religious fundamentalism  multicultaral ways of 

life) 

• Humanitarian interventions (to tackle crisis) 



Lessons from the Ancient Times 
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The Melian Dialogue 
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Game Theory in Nutshell 
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Game Theory in Nutshell 



Realist and Liberal Ideas Reformulated 

Jozsef Zoltan Malik WORLD POLITICS 



Classic to Modern Formulation  

Jozsef Zoltan Malik 

 Neoliberalism and Game Theory: Together with anarchism and ”egoist” actor, cooperative 

behaviour may exist (justified by both theoretically and empirically in Game Theory).   

 Neorealism and Game Theory: 

  Relative    Gains  Absolute  Gains 

WORLD POLITICS 



Another Perspective  
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The Three models of Arms Races  
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The 3 models of arms races: 

-Threat   Prisoner’s Dilemma 

- Trust  Stag Hunt Dilemma 

- Perception  Perceptional Dilemma 



Sustainability: Challenges from a wide perspective  
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1. AI & Socioeconomic effects: Every 20 years or so, the digital revolution 
produces a quantum leap: 
• 1970s and 80s: tiny processors and memories on microchips that miniaturized 

technical devices 

• 1990s and 2000s has linked digital agents and processes. Computers were 

connected to local and global networks 

• 2010s: cheap and ubiquitous sensors (laser-based, gyroscopic, magnetic, blood 

chemistry sensors, hundreds and thousands of which are connected to a wireless 

network  BIG DATA 

• Due time is 2030  from ”smart devices” to ”expert devices”  The externalization of 

intelligence & the ”Technological unempoylment”  

2. Challenges to Economics: 
• We are facing a resource crisis in 30-40-year term. Now we think in industry that 

everything can be thrown away and replaced by another, or we use them again by 

involving them in a recycling technology.  

• No one talk about the limits to the stock of matter and energy: how much energy is 

required to produce new things or there is a degree of loss in recycling technology.  

• Future Economics: Under very strong scarcity instead of moderate scarcity,  

                    Growth & Effectivity      Availabilty & Allocation (redistribution?)  

3. Ecological Challenges: 
• Malthusian Nightmare  

• Global Warming Effect 
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The Horizon of Time: Intertemporal Decisions   



Public Debt to GDP ratio by Country  
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Economic Concerns of Intertemporal Decisions   
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Thomas Piketty: Capital in the Twenty-First 

Century (2014) 
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Ecological Concerns of Intertemporal Decisions    

 From the 1960s, offshore bottom trawlers 

began exploiting the deeper part of the stock, 

leading to a strong decline in the underlying 

biomass. 

 1970s:  First, Internationally agreed quotas, 

following the declaration by Canada of an 

Exclusive Fishing Zone in 1977 

 Towards the collapse: National quota systems 

ultimately   failed to arrest and reverse the 

decline 

It is a prisoner dilemma 

with a finite horizon of 

time 
 Overfishing: when so 

many fish are caught that 

the population can’t produce 

fast enough to replace them.  
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Ecolological Concerns of Intertemporal Decisions  

Anecdote: If a frog is placed in boiling water, it will jump 

out, but if it is placed in cold water that is slowly heated, it 

will not perceive the danger and will be cooked to death. 



Global Security Challenges (#1) 
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Global Trends against Reciprocity in the World: 

                   Inequalities in focus 

1. Demographic  problems 
 Increasing number of  the world population 

 West   Rest 

 Generational and Cultural Gap: 

 2nd /3rd generational descendents of immigrants 

 Traditional & Boomer   X, Y, and millennial                

2. Divergent Dynamics of Wealth Distribution 
 Capital Gap: ”Haves”  ”Have-nots” 

 High Fiscal Debt to GDP ratio in industralized  

     states 

 How long is it sustainable?  

 Who will pay at the end of day? 

 The Lack of Capabilities 

 Class-conflicts 

 Regional Gap:  

 States  States 

 Cities  Villages 

 Digital Analphabetism 

3. Threats of Environmental Disaster & Nuclear War  
 The lack of adequate regulations 

 Asymmetric sides and interests 

     Misintelligence: ”Do Survive!” 

                  

 

Malthusian Nightmare 



The 4th Generation Warfare 
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Example: The Beginning of Cyberwarfare 
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Cyberattacks on Estonia: 

  128 DDoS attacks; 

  The lenght of time of each attack was between 2 and 

10 hours;  

  Techniques:  

  To spin up data traffic up to 100 MbpS (needed 

huge zombie networks), which has reached the 

1000-fold rate of the average; 

  The Estonian Parliament had no internet 

connection during 4 days; 

  No Banking services in the country for more than 

24 hours;  

  Communication devicies were inactive.   

 

DDoS:  

Distributed Denial of 

Service  

2007: Russian-Estonian Conflict 
 

Historic Background: The Bronze Soldier is the informal name 

of a controversial Soviet World War II war memorial in Tallinn, which 

were relocated to the nearby Tallinn Military Cemetery. 

The Russians consider the action as an offence of defamation.  

Nato Reply: 
”4.a. Collective defence:  NATO members will always assist each other against 

attack, in accordance with Article 5 of the Washington Treaty. That  commitment  

remains  firm  and  binding.”  

          Strategic Concept For the Defence and Security of NATO, Lisboa, 2010 

”The Parties agree that an armed attack against one or more of 

them in Europe or North America shall be considered an attack 

against them all” (from Article 5 of the Washington Treaty)  



The ”outsorcing” of military services 
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PMCs all over the World 
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Global Security Challenges (#2) 
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Beyond the ”Mainstream”: Critical Views 
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Critical Views: An Overview 

 Why to use ”critical views”? They are arguing the mainstream (realistic and liberal) 

views from certain perspectives: 

 all critical views considering societal features of international politics and global social 

challenges rather than international system; 

 to embrace a  post-positivist approach that takes subject and object, and therefore theory 

and practice, to be intimately linked (Neo-Marxism and most forms of Green Politics). To sum 

up: ”Theory is always  for  someone and  for some purpose" (Robert Cox); 

 contemporary critical perspectives seek to challenge the global status quo and the norms, 

values and assumptions that it is based on. They have some emancipative features.  

 The main critical approaches: 
 The Classic alternatives: 

 English School (International Society or Realist Liberal approach) 

 Neo-Marxism (International Political Economy) 

 Contemporary Approaches: 

 The ”New Wave” (Chaotic approach to IS, Networking Science)  

 Constructivism  Post-Positivst IP  

 Feminism 

 Green perspective 

 Postmodern 
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The English School or International Society Theory 
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 International System 
means contact between states 

and the impact of one state on 

another 

 International Society 
means common interests and 

values, common rules and 

institutions. 

composed 

by states 
constituted 

by states 



Martin Wight: International Theory 
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The Three Traditions:  

Believe in anarchical 

society but not so 

”pessimistic” 

Believe in shared norms and values of 

states and how they regulate IR but not so 

”optimistic” 

Rationalism: to conceive 

of states as legal 

organizations that 

operate in accordance 

with international law 

and diplomatic practice  

 

 

 

Grotian Thesis 
 

Revolutionalism: 1) to believe in the 

„moral unity‟ of humankind beyond 

the state.  2) To hold a progressive 

aim of changing (even eliminating) the 

international state system in the 

expectation of creating a better world.  



Bull: The Anarchial Society 
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 Four emphases in IST: 

 Emphasis on getting to know the leading 

operative ideas; 

 Emphasis on the dialogue between the 

leading ideas; 

 Emphasis on the historical dimension of 

international relations; 

 Normative aspect as seen in historical 

light. 



Case Study: Gulf War (1990-1)  
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Historical Background: 
 Saddam Hussein’s Iraq invaded Kuwait  

   in August 1990 

 Clear violation of the UN Charter 

 US Congress (January 1991): 52:47 

 National Responsibility:  

   West’s vital interest in an uninterrupted      

    supply of Middle East oil 

 International Responsibility:  

   Act of an aggression against another state and     

    thus the violation of the UN Charter 

 Humanitarian Responsibility:  

   Human rights violation of citizens of Kuwait, 

    Western citizens living in Kuwait and Iraq, and  

    against Iraqi citizens, minority groups such as 

    the Kurds 



Case Study: Bosnian War (1992-95)  
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Historical Background: 
 The war was part of the Yugoslavian civil war/the breakup of 

Yugoslavia. It was principally a territorial conflict between Serbs, 

Bosniaks, and Croats, and along with that an ethnic conflict ended 

with ethnic cleansing during the war.  

 The governments of International Society had three options to 

choose: 

 Absolute non-intervention policy 

 Full-scale military intervention  

 Normatively ambiguous middle way of muddling  through, by 

means of 

 limited UN humanitarian intervention to protect non-

combatants 

 deliver humanitarian aid 

 arrange a negotiated settlement 

  National Responsibility:  also a sort of realist position  

   European governments cannot afford to get their own 

   country , their own soldiers in an unclear conflict/war   

 Humanitarian Responsibility: As the representatives of  

   universal responsibility statespeople cannot afford to leave 

   anywhere in the world to tread down the human rights and kill  

   civilians.  also a kind of Revolutionaism 

 International Responsibility:  
1. In spirit of taking the golden mean, humanitarian aid together with UN 

peacekeepers.  

2. After the failure of the first step, an intervention policy leaded by the US 

military troops.  

 

 

   

Moral 

dilemma 



Case Study: EU's Response to the Russia-Ukraine Conflict  
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 National Responsibility:  

 Divergent national interests: 

Central and Eastern European countries adopt 

a tougher stance. 

Western European countries follow a more 

cautious approach. 

 Energy policy: 

Different levels of dependence on Russian gas. 

Varied pace of implementing sanctions. 

 

 International Responsibility:  

 Sanctions and diplomacy: 

  Economic and financial restrictions. 

  Upholding international legal norms 

 International cooperation: 

 Collaboration with NATO and the United 

States. 

 Formation of a global coalition. 

Protesters in Kyiv during the  
Orange Revolution, November 2004 

Russian annexation of Crimea (2014) 

Full-scale Russian invasion of Ukraine (2022) 



Case Study: EU's Response to the Russia-Ukraine Conflict  
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 Humanitarian Responsibility:  

 Refugee support: 

Activation of the Temporary Protection Directive 

(EU Council Decision 2022/382) 

 

 Aid and reconstruction: 

Humanitarian assistance to Ukraine. 

 Support for post-conflict rebuilding. 

 

 Assessment:  

 National responsibility led to divergence among 

member states. 

 

  International and humanitarian responsibilities 

strengthened EU unity. 

 

 Tensions exist between state interests, 

international norms, and human rights. 

Protesters in Kyiv during the  
Orange Revolution, November 2004 

Russian annexation of Crimea (2014) 

Full-scale Russian invasion of Ukraine (2022) 



Neo-Marxism as critical view 

 Neo-Marxism: why alternative? 
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Neo-Marxism as critical view  
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 These conditions (and therefore world 

politics) are themselves shaped by historical 

struggles between different social forces. 

 Eventually capitalism would reach a major 

crisis and collapse. 

Karl Marx 

 (1818-1883) 

Marxist way of thinking is primarily 

materialist: the essential means of 

sustenance are related to economic 

activity.   

All economic activities can be charac-

terized by two concepts: 

 Forces of production – the 

technological standard  

 Relations of production – 

who dispose of the factors of 

production 

 Capitalism is an economic system 

with high technological standard 

together with the dominance of private 

ownership  

  
Marxian Critics of Capitalism: There is a supremacy of bourgeoisie, a 

small class of society, which is based on the exploitation of the rest called 

proletarians.     
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Approaches to Global Political Economy 



 What we have and where are they from?  
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Approaches to Global Political Economy 

• Economic system as a zero-sum game 

• The fetish of precious metals 

• Economics is based upon nature  

   as irreversible base for  

   production 

• Agriculture has priority over  

  industry and trade 

• The theory of absolute  

  gains by division of labour 

• The theory of comparative 

  advantages focusing on  

  nationalnendowments. 

• Aggregate supply creates 

  its own aggregate demand  

• There exists deficient market 

demand  adverse economic  

and social consequences 

• Activate State: creating 

demands and employment  

by the state. • Economic inequalities 

should be tackled in 

monetary and not fiscal 

way 

Technological differences creates several economic and social 

problems: different wages, unemployment, perverse flow of capital 

• Trade partners are unequal 

  positions: one-sided dependences 

• Backwash effect: the effect of  

  export trade is disadvantage on   

  certain countries 

Stabilize-Privatize-Liberalize‖  policy: fiscal discipline 

and tax reform; Privatization & ”Laissez Faire” 

• Limited production  

• The necessity of population control. 
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Gramscianism 

 Neo-Marxism in IP goes back three traditions: 
1) Karl Marx,  
2) Antonio Gramsci, 
3) Frankfurt School tradition. 

Gramsci’s Hegemony Theory: In Gramsci's view, the 
supremacy of the bourgeoisie is based on two, equally important 
facts: 

 Economic domination 
 Intellectual and moral leadership. 

 He describes two different modes of social control: 
 Coercive control: manifested through direct force or its 

threat (needed by a state when its degree of hegemonic 
leadership is low or fractured); 

 Consensual control: which arises when individuals 
voluntarily assimilate the worldview of the dominant 
group (=hegemonic leadership). 

 Hegemony is readjusted and re-negotiated constantly. The key 
to 'revolutionary' social change in modern societies  

- does not therefore depend, the spontaneous 
awakening of critical class consciousness  

- but upon the prior formation of a new alliances of 
interests, an alternative hegemony or ”historical 
bloc” 

 Frankfurt School (Critical Theory): Frankfurt School scholars combined Marx’s interest in 

capitalism with the processes of rationalisation characteristic of the modern world.  

 Marx: modern societies are characterized by a complex division of labour and a high 

degree of social differentiation.  

 Max Weber: they emphasise a sort of instrumental ‘means–ends’ rationality dominated 

more and more areas of life. 
 

Disillusion with revolutionary 

potential of the working class: 

e.g. i) Stalinism: repression and 

tyranny rather than the 

emancipation of working 

people, ii) tend to populism 

(fascism in 1930s). 
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Gramscianism and International Politics 

Robert Cox: Gramsci and Hegemony 
 

 Historical Materialism (HM) offers us a better insight into the 
dynamic relationship between inter- and intra-state relations,  
 We have to situate state/society activity in a particular 

historical, material, ideological and structural context. 
 

Different interpretations of Hegemony Stability: 
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Neo-Marxism and International Politics 

 Crux with Classic Marxism: If capitalism should collapse, why does it survive and flourish?  Or, 

why working people has failed to revolt against capitalism? Answers:  

1. Theory of Imperialism (Vladimir I. Lenin): Monopol Capitalism led to imperialism – 

overcome domestic falling rate of profit but at a cost of Nationalism and War. 

2. Structural Marxism (Louis Althusser, Immanuel Wallerstein): State serves interests of 

capitalists over the long term, however state works as a mechanism for regulating class 

conflict, the irreconcilable tension between classes. 

3. Gramscian Theory (Antonio Gramci, Robert Cox, Kees Van der Pijl): A 'historical bloc‘ 

acquires its authority through the tacit consent of the governed population gained through 

coercive techniques of intellectual and cultural persuasion, largely absent violence.  

 Success, and not failure, is the real threat to global capitalism - 

this is the gist of the answer the crux of classic marxism.  

 Wallreinstein’s theory includes 1)…3) Neo-Marxian theories 

(though his theory is considered as Structural Marxism): 

 Neo-Gramscian Theory : Capitalist world-economy is built on 

a hierarchy: capitalist world-economy is built on a hierarchy 

 Structural Marxism: Basic mechanism is unequal exchange 

diversifying not only upon class but regions 

 New Theory of Imperialism: When the possibilities for 

expansion are all used up, the never ending quest for more 

profit will lead to new crises (new Theory of Imperialism) 

 



Marxian Dependency Theory 

 Imperialism:  The domination of a 

population and territory by another 

state.  

 This  imperialism  changed the 

nature of the world economic system 

to the advantage of the European 

powers: the conflict between the core 

and the periphery involved economic 

and political domination to ensure 

continued economic gain on the part of 

the core. 

  Related to world economic system 

analysis, Dependency Theory argues 

that after the colonized areas became 

independent, the core continued to 

exploit the periphery through neo-

imperialism – not outright occupation 

of areas but through indirect 

domination. 
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Global income distribution, 1960–90 



I.8. World Economic System Analysis    

World-System Analysis    

 World Economic System Analysis: A theoretical perspective that focuses on the 
international system of capitalism and the global competition among economic classes. 

 Immanuel Wallerstein: The Modern World System, 1974 

World Systems Analysis, 2004  

The world can be divided into  

 Core: Countries where the most advanced 

economic activities take place and wealth is 

concentrated  

 Semi-Periphery: These countries are buffer 

zones between core and periphery   

 Periphery: Countries in which the less advanced  

economic activities occur and wealth is scarce.  

 External: Countries maintaining economic 

system  

The world is as one large economy  
 based on the era of colonization   
 composed of many smaller systems 
 presumptions: organizational efficacy, technology 
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 World-System Analysis: an Example       

Core (Northwestern Europe): 
Stabil politics, strong bourgeois and 

working classes 

Highly industrialized, more often in 

the forefront of new technologies and 

new industries   

Take control of international 

commerce  

 

Semi-periphery (Spain):    
 Production of high-quality” goods 

 Relatively developed and diversified economies, 

but are not dominant in international trade  

Perifary (Poland): 

 Organizational problems 

 Capacity to the Core  

 Tend to have very high social 

inequality 

 Tend to be extensively influenced 

by core nations and their 

multinational corporations 

 Permanent arrears  

 

External (Russia) 
External areas are those that maintain socially 

necessary divisions of labor independent of the 

capitalist world-economy.  
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Constructivism 

Jozsef Zoltan Malik WORLD POLITICS 

 Why alternative? 
 Onthological turn: social constuctivists argue that the 

most important aspect of international relations is social, 

not material.  

 Social reality is not objective (external) to the observer of 

international affairs. 

 Social and political world, including the world is not a 

physical entity or material object that is outside human 

consciousness. 

 the study of IP must focus on the ideas and beliefs that 

inform the actors in the international scene as well as the 

shared understandings between them. 

 ”Ideas are mental constructs held by individuals, sets of 

distinctive beliefs, principles and attitudes that provide 

broad orientations for behaviour and policy” (Tannenwald) 

 Ideas, identities and “ intersubjective”  norms and values 

impact the behavior of actors in both domestic and world 

politics. 

 All the traditional approaches of IP have an ideational view  

(Wendt), however it is menifested in a material fashion:    

 Realism: multipolarity as an explanation for war (power and national interest); 

 Liberalism: economic interdependence as explanation for peace (bargaining and trade); 

 Marxism: capitalism as explanation for state forms (exploitation) 

Nina  

Tannenwald 

Alexander  

Wendt 



Theoretic Background 
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 Theoretical developments of Constructivism are 

influenced by philosophy and sociology 
 Giambattista Vico: natural world is made by God, but the 

historical world is made by Man. 

 Immanuel Kant: we can obtain knowledge about the world, 

but it is always subjective (Kant’s Copernican Turn) 

 Max Weber: human beings rely on ʻunderstandingʼ each 

others actions and assigning ʻmeaning to themʼ  

 Anthony Giddens: Structuration (1984) – the way of analysing 

the relationship between structures and actors 

Giambattista Vico  

(1668-1744) 

Immanuel Kant  

(1724-1804) 

Max Weber  

(1864-1920) 

Anthony Giddens  

 

 Two Faces of Constructivism: 
 Conventional: ‘truth claims’ are possible from different point 

of views, but no ‘final truth’ (scientist view)  

 Critical: ‘truth claims’ are not possible because truth and 

power cannot be separated. Need to unmask the core relationship 

between truth and power. 

 Systemic Account of Constructivism: 
 Alexander Wendt: Social Theory of International Politics  

 Martha Finnemore: National Interests in International 

Society 

 Samual Barkin: Realist Constructivism (2003) 
Alexander  

Wendt 

Martha  

Finnemore 



Wendt’s Conception   
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 Wendt: Social Theory of International Politics (1999): After the Cold 

War, setting cannot be explained in the neorealist/ neoliberal framework: 

 

 

 

 
 

 There are ”three cultures of 

anarchy”:  
 The Hobbesian culture is closest to the 

neo-realist image of anarchy, in which 

power and interests dominate; 

 Lockean version states, although rivals, 

recognise each other’s sovereignty, and 

therefore submit to a minimum standard of 

common norms; 

 In a Kantian system, the scope of shared 

norms is much more extensive, and states 

no longer see themselves primarily as 

rivals. 

 Three degrees of ‘cultural internalization’: 

 The first degree is a relatively weak 

commitment to shared ideas; the third 

degree a strong commitment. 

 We get a three-by-three table of ‘degrees 

of cooperation’ and ‘degrees of internaliza-

tion’ respectively. 



Constructivism Combined  

 Martha Finnemore: National 

Interests in International Society 

(1996): 

 Constructivism putting into English  

    School Tradition 

 Samuel Barkin: Realist Constructivism (2003) 
 Constructivism not necessarily incompatible with classical realism,  

   but practitioners have incorrect ideas about the traditions: 

 Constructivists equate realism with a narrow rationalism and strict 

materialism; 

 Realists associate constructivism with a naïve idealism and utopianism. 

 Go back to Morgenthau – the lifeblood of relaism is power. 

 Carr’s tradition: though till 1940 states were the locus of power in global  

    politics, they need not necessarily remain the central actor.  

 Realism and Constructivism are not stand-alone theoretical paradigms. 

   We have to balance realism’s concentration on power with a focus 

   on norms and ideas. 

  E. Carr: "it is an unreal kind of realism which ignores the element of morality  

in any world order” (The Twenty Years' Crisis, p. 235) 

 Morgenthau: people are inherently moral as well as political animals; all 

political acts have ethical significance. (Scientific Man versus Power Politic, 1946, p 177) 

) 

J. Samuel  

Barkin 
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Feminism in nutshell    

 Essential Feminism: the idea that women are inherently 

different from men in ways that make their contributions to 

politics differ greatly. 

 

 ”Gender relations” in practice: 
 “Patriarchy” creates separate gender roles in which 

women are often in a subservient position (e.g. 
the ”breadwinner” myth, the ”double burden”). 
 Contributes to a global “Gendered Division of Labour” 

in which women do not receive the same benefits and 
opportunities as men (”glass ceiling”). 
 The broader comodification of women in global 

capitalism. 
 

 “Gender relations” in the study of international 
politics: 
 IP has been seen as “non-gendered”, though many of 

its ideas seem to sneak in gender constructions (e.g. 
Hobbes’ state of nature in neorealism, security 
language is sexualized, etc. ) 
 Does IR glorify men’s role in conflict and make  

women passive victims of insecurity? 
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IR from Feminist Perspectives   
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Feminists’ Reformulation of Morgenthau’s Principles   
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Feminists’ Reformulation of Morgenthau’s Principles   
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The Green Perspectives  
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 Why alternative? The need of more widespread consciousness of 

the interconnections between human life and nature,  

 epitomised by Rachel Carson’s book Silent Spring (1962) which 

documented the dangers of pesticides accumulating and travelling in 

ecological systems; 

 global warming as a consequence of the greenhouse effect; 

 other humanity's devastating effect on the planet. 

 Green Theories: 
 Animal Liberation (Henry Salt 1892, Peter Singer 1975): rights for 

and protection of animals 

 Gaia Hypothesis (James Lovelock 1979): proposes that the earth is 

best understood as a complex, self-regulating, living ‘being’.  the 

prospects for humankind are closely linked to whether the species 

helps to sustain, or to threaten the planetary ecosystem. 

 Deep Ecology (Arne Naess 1989): ecology should be concerned with 

every part of nature on an equal basis, because natural order has an 

intrinsic value. 

 Green Economy: Against consumerism as a drive of modern 

capitalism, putting an emphasise on scarcity of Nature: 

 Small is Beautiful (Ernst Schumacher 1973)  

 Ecological Footprint (William Rees 1992) 

 Ecofeminism (Carolyn Merchant 1982) portrays female nature as 

the benevolent mother of all undermined by the ‘dominion’ model of 

nature that emerged out of the scientific revolution and the rise of 

market society.  
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The Green Perspectives 
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The Green Perspectives  
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The Green Perspectives  
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Paris Agreement, 2016 
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On Global Future  
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