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Introducing International  Politics as Academic Subject  
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What is International  Politics?  

 International  Politics : area of study  that  concerns  the  

relations  among  different  actors  in  the  world,  the  characteristics  of those  

relations,  and  their  consequences . 

 IP  as a discipline  of  Political  Science :  
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 The  Guidelines  of  Researches  



Inter lude  (#1)  
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Inter lude  (#2)  
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Some Epistemological Problems  

 No. 1: How  do  we construct  theories ? 

What  are  they ?  

The belief that certain events or situations 

are secretly manipulated behind the scenes 

by powerful forces with negative intent.  

2.  Conspiracy theories have these 6 

things in common  

1. An alleged, secret plot.  

2. A group of conspirators.  

3. ôEvidenceõ that seems to support the 

conspiracy theory.  

4. They falsely suggest that nothing 

happens by accident and that there are no 

coincidences; nothing is as it appears and 

everything is connected.  

5. They divide the world into good or bad.  

6. They scapegoat people and groups.  

ü Conspiracy  Theories   



Make a Difference: Science and Ideology  
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In  daily  life,  we encounter  many  doctrines  and  ideologies  that  share  features  with  

social  theory . 

V Both  tell  us  why  things  are the  way  they  are: why  crime  occurs,  why  some 

people  are poor  but  not  others,  why  divorce  rates  are high  in  some places,  etc. 

V Both  contain  assumptions  about  the  fundamental  nature  of human  beings  

and  of the  social  world . 

V Both  offer  systems  of ideas  or  concepts,  and  both  interconnect  the  ideas . 

  
Ideology  Science ( Theory ) 

Certainty of answers  absolute, certain answers with few 

questions  

tentative, conditional answers that  

are incomplete and open ended  

Type of knowledge  closed, fixed belief system  open, expanding belief system  

Type of assumptions  implicit assumptions based on 

faith, moral belief, or social position  

explicit, changing assumptions  

based on open, informed debate  

and rational discussion  

Use of normative  

statements  

merger of descriptive claims, 

explanations,  and normative 

statements  

separation of descriptive claims,  

explanations, and normative  

statements  

Empirical evidence  selective use of evidence, resistance 

to contrary evidence  

Seeking  repeated tests of claims, 

changing  based on new evidence  

Logical consistency  contradictions and logical fallacies  highest levels of consistency, 

avoiding logical fallacies  

Conspiracy Theory  Occamõs Razor or 

Parsimony : 

The idea  that  simple  is better ; 

everything  else being  equal,  a 

social  theory  that  explains  more  

with  less complexity  is better . 
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Theory vs. Ideology: Examples  
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The  debate  over  Evolutionism  and  Creationism : 

  

Divorce : 
  

Science ( Theory ): 

ï Family are strongest when they 

have resources  (income, 

education, housing, maturity, 

respect etc.) and low stress  

(constant employment, happy 

marriage, good health, etc).  

Ideology  

ï Society is facing a moral 

decay leading to divorce, 

women working outside the 

home, and loss of the 

òtraditional family.ó 

 

Evolutionism  

ï Evolution qualifies as a scientific 

theory because of its logical 

coherence, openness, integration 

with other scientific knowledge, 

and empirical tests.  

Creationism  

ï Creationism relies on sacred teachings or 

writings that believers accept as being 

absolute truth and largely do not question. 
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Theory  

Hypothesis  

Observation  

Conformation  

Patterns  

Hypothesis  

Theory  

Logical  

Inferences  

1. Modus Ponens  

2. Generalization  

Karl Popper:  

1. All scientific knowledge is hypothetic  

      Ą Not can be generalized  

2.  Modus Tollens , and not  MP Ą Falsification  

 

DEDUCTION  INDUCTION  

How  to  Confirm  Theories    

Observation  
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Thomas  Kuhn  &  The  Structure  of  Scientific  Revolutions  (1962 ) 

Imre  Lakatos  &  Research  Programs  (1963 )  

How  to  Confirm  Theories  (#2)   

V The evolution  of science  is not  cumulative,  and  a scientific  

methodology  with  universal  scope cannot  be constructed . 

V Research  Program : a set of theories  having  influence  for  a decade or  

a century ; the  theories  belonging  to one and  the  same research  

program  are organized  over a common  conceptual  core that  are 

sublimated  by negative  and  positive  heuristics . 

ü A negative  heuristics  prohibits  scholars  to alter  some conception  

Ą The Hard  Core of the  program . 

ü A positive  heuristics  is  a kind  of guidance  for  the  ways  of 

evolution  process  of the  research  program  Ą The Protective  Belt  

over the  program  will  be changed . 

Popper : even the most well -established and popular scientific 

theory can never be proved ð it can only be disproved.  
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Whatõs up  with  IP Schools ?  

RESEARCH  

PROGRAMS  

CONCEPTUAL  

HARD CORE  
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Methodological  Debates  in  IP 
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V Around  1970 s, neo -Marxism  emerged  as an  attempt   

    to  theorize  about  economic  underdevelopment  in   

    developing  countries  (decolonized  independent    

    countries ). This  became  the  basis  for  a third  major   

    debate  in  IP about  international  wealth  and   

    international  poverty . 

WORLD POLITICS  
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Some Epistemological Problems  



Some Epistemological Problems   

 No. 3: Why  are  there  Conflicts  and Wars ? 
ü Is there  something  in  Human Nature ? 
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ü Is there  something  in  Political  Regimes? 

Some Examples:  

ü September, 1973: a right -wing military  coup (Augusto 

Pinochet) against the democratically elected Salvador 

Allendeôs  government destroyed democracy in Chile. 

ü April , 1974: a left-wing military  rebellion overthrew the 

totalitarian  regime in Portugal and led to the creation of a 

democratic state . 

ü August, 1991: a hard-line Communist coup attempted to 

reverse democratic reforms in the Soviet Union. As a result 

of popular resistance, the coup failed.  



Levels  of Analysis  (#1)   
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Levels  of Analysis  (#2)  
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What is the place of Political Regimes in IP?  

  

Different stances:  

  

ü To  cut  off  PRs from  IR : All  of these  theories  make  certain  assumptions  

about  states  and  the  interests  and  preferences  of states  in  order  to generate  

theories  of how  groups  of states  interact  with  each other  or  about  the  nature  

and  dynamics  of the  international  system  as a whole . 

Examples: Neorealism  (Walz), óNew Waveó paradigms  

 

ü PRs matter  but  the  effects  are  not  primary : the   imperatives  of seeking  

security  in  a òself-help  worldó forces  all  states,  good or  bad,  democratic  or  

authoritarian,  to seek their  best  foreign  policy  in  an  òanarchicó world  politics . 

Example: The other strands of Realism   

 

ü The  effects  of  PRs are  immediate : this  is a òbottom-upó view of IP in  

which  states  are not  considered  as black  boxes or  billiard  balls . International  

phenomena  cannot  be separated  from  òdomestic affairsó.    

Examples: Liberal  strands,  Neo-Marxism, Feminism   
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óBilliard Balló view of IR 

óSelf-Help States Systemó view of IR 

óBottom -Upó view of IR 



Levels of Analysis  (#3)   
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STATE  

REGIME  REGIME &  

GOVERNMENT  

GOVERNMENT  

James Rosenau  

(1924 -2011)  



Levels  of Analysis  (#4)  
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The three  Is:  

INTEREST,  

INTERACTION,  

INSTITUTION  



Levels of Analysis  (#5)   
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Multi -level politics:  
V Multilevel governance emerges when several  tiers of government share the task 

of regulating  modern society.  
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Levels of Analysis  (#5)   
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Multi -level politics:  
V Multilevel governance emerges when several  tiers of government share the task 

of regulating  modern society.  
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Some Epistemological Problems  
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The Westpalian  World Order  



Toward Westphalian  World  Order  
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Toward Westphalian  World  Order  
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FEUDAL SOCIAL SYSTEM:  

WORLD POLITICS  

Toward Westphalian  World  Order  
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Shakespeare on  his  own  Time  
                      Source:  

Romeo and Juliet. Scene 02, Verona  

 (French musical adaptation, 2001)  

HUMAN NATURE: 
Full of passion including 

-- Love  ς tendancy to be good 
-- Hate and struggle ς tend to be bad  

The NATURE of POLITICS: 
Turbulence & Discord 

 
- έ5og eat dogέ life  
- Dynastic wars (1564-1616) 
 

Think about other {ƘŀƪŜǎǇŜŀǊŜΩǎ 
plays, too, such as Hamlet, King 
Lear, Richard III 
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Toward Westphalian  World  Order  
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Toward Westphalian  World  Order  
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Toward Westphalian  World  Order  
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Toward Westphalian  World  Order  
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World Politics under Westphalian  World Order  
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Balance  of Power  1   
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Balance  of Power  2   
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World Politics under Westphalian  World Order  
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The Cold War Period (194 6-1991)  

The  

Beginnings  

Scorchers  

Uprising of 

Chinese 

Economy  

Uprising of 

the  Islamic 

World  

Uprising s in  

the  Soviet Bloc  

ăPrecursoryó Springtime of 

the People  
(the ónew 1848ó) 
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Fragmentations  in  WP 

The failure  of  

the  óGold Standardó 

in  World Economics  

Neoliberalism as 

paradigm  for  

Global Capitalism   



Visionary  Ideas  in  IP after  the  Cold  War  
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Thesis  #1:  The three  waves  of democratization  
                     (The Third Wave: Democratization in the Late Twentieth Century , 1991)  

Samuel P. Huntington  

(1927 -2008)  

Thesis  #2:  The  clash  of  civilization s (The  Clash  of  Civilization s, 1993 / 1996 ) 

Å The world  is becoming  a smaller  place  as a result  of the  development  of modern  civilization  

Å In  a small  multipolar  world  where  there  are different  cultures  living  together   

Å Western   ăĄ Islam  Culture  ð After  the  cold  war,  òIslam  is the next  enemyó 

Francis Fukuyama  

(1952 -) 

     

James Rosenau  

(1924 -2011)  

Thesis: The End of History (The End of History and the Last Men, 1989/1992)  

Å There is a determinate end -point of human  history  

Å The victorious of liberal democracy as political regime all over the world  
 

Thesis : Turbulence  in  World  Politics   
                  (Turbulence  in  World  Politics : A Theory  of  Change  and  Continuity,  1990 )  

Å The extensive  degrees of interdependence  among  actors  in  the  world  Ą Increasing  complexity  

Å Coexistence  of the  state -centric  international  system  with  a more  dynamic,  decentralized,  

multi -centric  local  system .  

Å Such  turbulence,  in  turn,  transforms  long -standing  parameters  of behaviour  (all  the  relevant  

parts  of the  world  will  impact  on each other)  



Post -Cold War Period  

1. The US óunipolar  momentó (Ch. Krauthammer) 

Á The Gulf War (1991)  

Á The Expansion of NATO (1990 -2009)  

2. 9/11 terrorist attacks on the USA in 2001  

Á War in Afghanistan (2001 -) 

Á US-led invasion of Iraq (2003)  

3. Russia nationalist / militarist replies?  

Á War against Georgia in 2008 (annexation of Abkhazia  

        and Ossethia ) 

Á Ukrainian Crisis, 2014 - (annexation of the Crimea)  

Á Military bases on the North Pole  

Á Syrian intervention, 2015  

4. Seething Islamic world  

Á Arab spring (2010 -2011)  

Á Civil wars (Libya, Syria)  

Á Ongoing violence (Egypt, Yemen)  

Á Islamic state (2010)  

5. Mass Migration Ą Migration Crisis, 2015  

6. Toward  to  a Multipolar  World ( USA-China -Russia -EU) 

+ 
Á The Decline of Washington Consensus  (Neoliberilsm ), 2008  

Á Ideological  tensions  (Liberalism  ăĄ leftist , rightist  movements ) 
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World Stability  in  Focus  
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World Politics as AOC together  

WORLD POLITICS  

 Anarchy  ă - Psychological Egoism  

            - Hobbesian Thesis  

 

  

             

  

 Order             ă - Westphalian World Order  

           - Hegemonic Stability Theory  

       

 

 

 

 Chaos   ă - The Black Swans  

           - The Butterfly Effect  
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How to keep up Stability in Politics ? 

WORLD POLITICS  



Debate s on World Stability    

World Order:  

 

Multipolar  

(1900 -1918)  

 

     WW2 

 

 

Bipolar  

(1945 -1990)  

 

          The end of   

         Cold War  

           

 

Unipolar  

(1990 -2001)  

 

        Fragmen - 

         tations  

 

 

Multipolar  

(?) 
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 Neorealist  Stability  Theory : The Logic  

of numbers ? 
V Bipolar  systems tend  towards stability and 

strengthen the likelihood of  peace.  Reasons : 
Á The existence  of only  two  great  powers  

encourages  each to maintain  the  bipolar  system  

 

Á The existence  of only  two  great  powers  reduces  

the  chances  of miscalculation  and  makes  it  easier  

to operate  an  effective  system  of deterrence  

 

Á Power relationships  are more  stable  as each bloc  

is forced  to rely  on  inner  (economic  and  military)  

resources,  external  (alliances  with  other  states  or  

blocs)  means  of expanding  power  not  being  

available .  

Fewer great 

powers 

means the 

possibilities 

of great -

power war 

are reduced.  

 The Critics of Neoclassic Realists:  
Å Stability cannot deduced from IS structure ă States     

   are agents and has ontological superiority over the IS.  

     

 Neoliberal Critics :  
Å Neorealists  focus  on óhigh politicsó of IP: the  military  

and  diplomatic  dimensions  of international  relations  

Å Instead, the international agenda is becoming broader 

with greater attention being given to the ólow politicsó of 

welfare,  environmental  protection  and  political  justice .    



Hegemonic  Stability   

 Hegemonic  Stability  Theory  (HST ) holds  that  there  is always  a 

proclivity  towards  instability  in  the  international  system,  but  this  can  be 

avoided  if  the  dominant  state  assumes  a leadership  or  hegemonic  role . This  role  

involves  creating  and  upholding  a system  of rules  (Bretton  Woods System,  

GATT, World  Bank,  IMF)  which  provide  a secure  basis  for  international  order  

and  cooperation  under  conditions  of anarchy .  

 

 Current  Alignment  of  Powers : 

Hegemony  is the 

dominance of a single 

power. It is employed 

to explain how 

international order is 

possible even in the  

context of ôanarchyõ. 
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 The  Price  of  Hegemony : 


