The most well-known shipwreck of the world 325

	The secret island of the mutineers


	Pitcairn is an outlying, inhospitable and desolate rock whose cliffs rise more than three hundred metres above the waves of the southern Pacific Ocean, approximately two thousand kilometres to the south-east of the fabled Tahiti.
Surprisingly, the austere face covers a warm island with subtropical climate, fertile soil, a real paradise.
Pitcairn owes its fame to the mutinous sailors of the British armed vessel Bounty.
In 1789, the sailors put the ironhanded captain William Bligh and some of his helpers out on the open sea in an open boat.
The master’s mate, Fletcher Christian and his eight companions decided to hide away, because it was obvious that the British Royal Navy will leave no stone unturned to send them to the scaffold. Together with nineteen Polynesian men and women the mutineers fled to Pitcairn.
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	Incredibly, Bligh stayed alive. He sailed almost six thousand kilometres in forty days to the island of Timor. He was luckier than many of his opponents.
Alcoholism and quarrel about women soon killed most mutineers, among others Christian himself.
Although one of them was caught, he was pardoned by King George III. By 1800, only one mutineer, Henry Adams was alive on the island. Until his death in 1829, at the age of sixty-eight, he managed to found a well-organised, peaceful community.
Since 1887, the inhabitants of the island are members of the Adventist sect, they run natural farming just like their ancestors. By now, the population of the island has decreased from two hundred to less than fifty due to the lack of education and job opportunities.

	
	When the Bounty left England for Tahiti in 1787, nobody could foresee the Odyssey that awaited it.
	


� Based on the book “The Great Misteries of the Past”





